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INTRODUCTIOH

In April 1912, the Erie Conference convened in Dunkirk at wh i c h
Bessiori the Laona Mission was separated frOlll Dunltirlt clulrge the second
time. This IIlLlde Laona an English i:llssion independent of Dunkirk and
Rev. H. E. Dornheim was stationed tis preacher in charge at Laona (the
first RESIDENT pastor in 22 yecrs). This was the answer conference
gave Laona after receiving 11 list of petitioners pledging $400 salary
support and hearty cooperation for a resident pastor.

On taking charge Rev. Dornheim found the old church record, started
by Rev. George Ott (January 26, 1880), in such tom con d i ~ ion that
pages were beginning to fall out, which made a·new record imperative •
FrOlll the brief history record as given in the German language in the
old book, as far as it was kept or "unkept" by the preachers who labored
here since 1879, Rev. Domheim submitted the f 0 11 owing s k etc h of
history of Emmanuel Evangelical Olurch of iaona under the date of Sept­
ember 12, 1912.

Hereafter, the history was compiled by Mr. Elmer Thies and Mrs.
Bllis Bouquin, the present historian.

Tho pioturo on this booklot oover is that o£ the £irst preaoher
o£ the Evangelioal nssooiation in 1868, Reverond Phillip J. Miller.
A pioture o£ the ohuroh in April 1968 ,is displayed on the inside o£
the baok oover. (Photo by Leslie Straight)
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THE EVANGELIcAL loSSOCUl,TIOH

Chapter 1: l'ketings in Dunkirk
1862-1867

-
During the. year 1862 Rev. J. Bernhardt, pastor of our chur eh ot

Erie, Fa., made visits omong the Dunkirlt people who hlld Ev ang e1 ieo1
inclinations. Arrangements were made to hold services every two weeks.

On March 9, 1863 the Pittsburg Conference, in session at Beach
Starlt County, Ohio, assigned Rev. Hartin Zirkel as a mis s ion a r y to
DtL~kirk. Throughout his ministry, which was 1863-1867, Rev. Zirkel was
assisted at times by Rev. Bernhardt. An organization was effected Witll
18 charter IIlCIllbcrs and 9 probl1tioners. In 1865 it was called the Zion
Evangelical Association.

During the years 1864-65 they purchased a site for their c h ur ch
at the cost of $300.

At the 1866 Conference the membership of the church was reporte d
to be 30. In the spring of that year Bishop Esher dedicated the n e l'1
building to the Service of God. The church was built at a cost of $800
and seated 250 persons. It stood on the same site until the summer of
1959••(Park Avenue, Dunkirk).

b.bout the year 1860 a large nUlllber of immigrcmts came into the
vicinity of Leona from Germany and settled on the farm lands near the
village. Some. of them toolt up residence in the tmm. These G erma n
folk had no religious worship of record in this nel1 country of the ir
choice until 1868. In this yec.r Fhillip l:Jiller, a preacher of the Dun­
kirk ~lission of the Evangelic::>l Qlurch. held meetings in the farm homes
and in the homes in the vill::>ge. The uorGhip ""rvices were given i n
the German 1anguoge•
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Cliapter 2: Laona Hission Started
1868-1878

•

Phillip J. Miller"was the first preacher of our denomination who
preached the Gospel in Laona. In 1868 ,~ile preacher in charge of the
Dunkirk Church (then belonging to the Nell '!lork Conference) he began to
visit Laona and preached there·several" ti.iDes. Be reported John Go ld­
berg and his 'life, Sophia,"" as" the first members of the 1clOna Mission.

During 1869 and 1870 Rev. C. F. Boller serVed Dunkirk and a 1 so
preached the gospel in Laona." God so blessed his" efforts that a number
of hi"s listeners accepted christ, were converted" and organiZed am is­
sien congregation to be henceforth served with Dtinltirk by order of the
Conference. Thirty_six members were reported to the Conference in
1870. "

!he membership list" as of March 7, 1870:

•

Jolm Draggett­
,1i1!:ieImilia Draggett
Christ Draggett

"" Frederick Ivagner
"Wiibelmina YOUnghouse
Carl Ne\llll2Il
Michaei W'ohlgeDlUth
John" Stohlmacher
Martin Gerster

"Amui Marie" Gerster
"William" Sager
ilmla Sager

Augusta Gens
Ilcnry I:tlllc.r
Anna ~ller

*John l:!lihn
Dorothy Hahn
i'lary Hahn
John lk".hnj Jr ~

"Carl Zentner
Mary Zentnc.r
Willialll RiChtor
Sophia Richtc.r
Dorothec WiedllUlic.r

* Firs~ .. Trustees

"*Jobn Goldberg
Sophia Goldberg
Frederic Goldberg
Christ ilhrens :
Henrietta ilhrcn s

*Fritz Thies
Sophia Thies
Fred Thies·
John Thies"
Ernst Gens
l'lary Gens

"Christ Gens

3y 1872 the Dunkirk 1"lission membership totalled 97; 29" of whom
were from Laona. "'nlis seemed "odd but it" is assumed these 29 Ii"e cam e
a part of the Dunltirk Mission several years prior to the-Leona' Mission •
tve ass~ they joined the Laona congregation" "at a later" date, bu"£ we
have no:names to substantiate this"cs a fact.

Phillip J. 1"liller died March 17, 1900. In him Conference lost a
useful and successful minimer through wll0se labors many SO u 1 s were
brought to Christ. When he served on the Buffalo Circuit he cam e to
the annual Conference one year reporting 110 conversions. F 0 11 ow ing
is a Resolution printed in a 1900 Conference Journal:

"Inasmuch as it haa pleased Him in <lhose power are life and death
to call our dear brother Phillip J. Hiller to his eternal hOlllC in heaVen
therefore resolved, that in Brother lliller we have lost a use fu 1 and
successful minister, through whose labors many souls uere brought from
the darkness of sin to the IIIOrvelous light of our lord and S a v.i 0 u r
Jesus Christ. We si.ncerely regret that ,ole no longer have t he dear
brother in our midst, but v7n, r«ini.('e, 't.h.':lt: in hin RllffC".ri.ngn h.P- rc.r;igne.d
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and died happy. So that our loss is his eternal gain.

Resolved, that ~1e hereHith extend to the bereaved t/idml, sons and
daughters of our departed brother our sincere sympaib y and that wewill
remember them in prayer."

The Rev. Martin Jauch served Laona in 1871-1874.
The Rev. J. J. Lang served in 1874-1877.
The Rev. G. Eeinrich served 1aona in 1877-1878.

Early history of Sunday School activities in Leona begins oefore
1879. These meetings ,Jere held in the district schools of leona. They
met at one time in the sch 001 bUilding thot stood in Thies' grove ond
that was later moved to the hight/0Y intersection for a store building.

In the year 18~ under the pastorate of Rev. Lang, the As.",oiation
was given to the care and koeping of the then newly-:furl1Jj)u Erie Confer­
enoo. Henool"ort.1J, Wfi VlOX"v '\'eo'l(.'~I\+'·,(l w:l.t;11in t;hiFl Con:f"uronotJ for the
next 18 yonrs •



Chapter 3:, Church Building Erected
1879-1882

In lYIarch 1879 the c~erence sent Rev. George Ott ,to ,,:I,aona. The
congregation at that time consisted of 41 discouraged' and c a I' e 1 es s
members. But 14 people came to hear the,n~w prcacher's firlll,t !lermon
and Rev. Ott himself reports that th,e absen,!;, church members had in his
opinion no reasonable cause for staying away., 'The 'Sunday 'l?chooi ' had
disappeared and this ne~J missionary found h~ei£eonfrontcci with 'a
charge' in the real sense of the word.

lie~theless, undaunted, this faithful Sl2,rv~t o~ ,G, 0 c:l", at 0 nce
s,tudied the causes and intelligently ,discovered ,on~ of t!IC,c!,-uses 0 f,
this unpromising condition to be, the lack of a church home, w her e
meetings might regularly be held. For up to this time services wer,e

" conducted, every two weGlts ,in one or another of the f'arm heme;;, or i n
the: village. ' ' ,-,

Fully realizing the missions greatest need, Rev. Ott soon after
beginning his ministry here, decided with God's help to build a church
as soon as possible. This was in the third week of ~ril 1879.

The little congregation enthusiastically brought their offering­
a little more than $300. The energetic pastor collected more from the
German and English friends in the village. Mr. Clothier donated the
building site, and soon the ground ~las broken for the Laona Bv ang e 1_
ical Church. Already on the 18tll of Hay the eornerstonc ~las laid.

,An appropriate service was held for this occasion. Rev. Pf it z­
inger of Buffalo and Rev. Ott preached to a large congregation. The
former in the English end the latter in the Gcrnian language. The Dun­
l~irk church choir furnished inspiring music. The ueather was ideal and
the entire service was richly blcDocd end one long tobc remembered.

The building operations ~1Cre exceptionally rapid and the gathering
of funds (fo,r which the bounds of the congregation alone were canvassed)
kept pace with the building of God's house, so that at the early da t e
of i.ugust 3, 1879 the church edifice ~'711S re£ldy for dedication tot he
services of the Triune God.

Bother Ott reported the following: "That day of dedic:ltion was
indeed a day of rejoicing for the pastor, the congregation and 0.11 who
h£ld assembled." It was a perfect day.

Rev. R. Hott, at th:lt timo the popular pastor of, the First Church
in i..llegheny, Pa., preached powerful sermons in both langu a,g e G ,a n d
dedicated the new edifice to the lord God under the name of "Em,ma nuel
Church of the Bvcngelical Associ:ltion of North America at l.nona, Chau­
tauqua County, l'!c~J York." i.bout $200 more w,",' "ccured in' c:ash and slb­
seriptions nt this ded ic:ntory service so that the cnt ire indebtcdne s s
of the undertnking W2.S fully' c:ovC'rcd.

s ..
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Beside Rev. R. l'iott,-th~_brethr<:ll'l J.icng ~d ... l'hrchant assist­

ed in the Service. Rev. J. Lang offered the opening prayer an d Rav.
11(lrchan~ delivered a mast<:lrly ad4ress in the English language. The
entire service ~7as accompanied,by God's ,choicest blessings and beyond
all expectations. He adds'that the,church:<r£lS beautifully decorat,e,d
for this festive occasion,-E~pecially.the, altar and pulpit•

. ..'-,

The dimensions. of the building·. are iasfollows:1t is SO.feet lOD-g
and 31 feet:~lide. The tower.or belfry.:i~.:·40fcethigh. The cost.was
nigh unto $1200. Surely this.was a:sigtial victory for this man of God
and faithful Laonians. ..' .

. .On August 10, 1679 a week' ..:lfter the dedication,. a new Sun day
School was organized with over SO schol.:lrs* and it grew lilce a healthy
plant in God's vineyard.' At. this :ti..me the prayer meetings began enew.
The congregation had tatten on nel' life and Sept"mber 21, 1679 when Rev.
G. F.: SlJr~g. the presiding- elder, canm to. ~ffi~iate at the eommunion
service, he founrl r.00Cp~ivc hcnr~s and God showered rich b10ssings up..
on "all.

A rcal revival began with the series,.of tDe"tings: January I, 1!!60
to January 26th. Eighteen souls were converted and on January 25, IS
of these converts joined church fellowship. ,Brother Ott opened. the
service with these words: 1~1e hope and believe, that soon others will
say" we will go with you forwc have heard that God is with you".
Zcch. 6:23. ,

The Laona l'iission paid $60.50 tOl-7<ird, Rev. ,Ott's support in 1679­
1880 and $133 during the follo<ring year.

Recorded
__ Mambers** _ 1660

Pasioi­
________~ceiVed~L__

'.

I1red Knoll George Ott
Ji'lrs. Fred Knoll (witi\dre17 1913) Clc0rge Ott
Ered Schmidt (withdre~; 1913) George 'Ott
Fred Thies .. George Ott
Mrs. Fred Thies (Lana 3dler) George Ott
Hiss Ida "Dorothea" 'l'hi<:ls (Hrs. Wm~ l-leu) George Ott
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Chapter 4: German Minutes Interpreted
1883-1912

'March 20, 1883:Rev~ G. Berstechcr reported .the congregation at
Laona was tDken frOm Dunltirk and with t-1ayville mission formed into the
Laona circuit by the conference, which met 'at Cleveland" Ohio, in 1883"
C. WohlgellIUth succeeded Berstecher but Wohlgemuth left no record of his
services. 'The pastors resided in le.ona until ,1892., Fred J~ Thies was
appointed SUnday schooi Supt~ in'1884 andcaervedfor"s\venteen years •

. l'lew members received 'by Pastor Wohlgeinuth in 1884:,'
Miss ilnna J.brens <Mz.-s. I!'lathias Dietzen).
i'lilliam Gens .
~ij,ss' Emma Thies (l~.irs. fred Gens)
,Charles F~' Thies ("Carl")
. i.'ij,ss Elisa ilruegmann (["rs. Chas. "Carl" Thies)

April 188S Rev. C. i-I. Ileucandorf reported'· that Rev. Wohlgemuth',
served t~lO years and the conference Trhichmetin Allegh~ny ,in: 1885
stationed Rev. J. Vogel to succeed vlohlgemuth. However, on accouht of
family circumstanccs Rev. Vogel could not t~ charge of the work.
Thus,. Ileuendorf was transferred from the Independe~ce Circuit. to, Laona•

. '-.1..

-'l~w members received by Bastor Heuendorf in 188S:*'
.,- Chailis All.l:;ens· .

His.' Charles Ahrens (I!'lary Gens)

Rev. A. lie Wendt served Laona in 1887-1888. He received F red
'Gens:as a new.membdr:tR -1887. *

Rev. lie F. Snyder served Leona in 1889-1890. t~s. Fred Schmidt
was raceived by Pastor Snyder as a new member in 1889. •

•

•

Rev. J. \-Iahl served Laona 1890-1092

1893-'1894

Rev.J. G. Ziegler served in 1894-11397. Pastor Ziegler received
lirs. Willill1ll Gens and I:'Jr,j' Eda Stonefoot as ne'lmcmbers in 1894. and
John Stonefoot in 189S. ,'. -

these above mentioned' preachers left rio record of their: s'e r v ices
but it seems that -iiJ.'1892' Laona·l·ij,ssion was again served ~lith the Dun­
kirk Churcll. Un1:il 1912 this mission was served as best the- ~un k.ir It
pastor could in the ,lork at Laoria. The mission at I!'layville was dis-
continued in 1892. ' .

The =tent of services rendered was a preaching service. in German
and English every Sunday afternoon. Several preachers started a cate­
chctical c'lassbut no scholars were, ever graduated.' The Sunday School
was kept up by a fllithful few; and revival services ,fere held at vari­
ous times with success. But the sUbtle ~1Ork,suffercd loss. Then Satan
pllJIlted seed of discontent ailong the Ge= element,. ,who opposed t h'e

*We assume there' were otlier members t-rho ·joined the church fit this ,time
but the records that are available to UE mentioned only these few.

**Pestor Koehne was a miniotcr in the Ohio Conference '1ho served the
Dunt~irlJ: Church 11390-1897 includin~ Le.ona for one year.
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inevitable crowding in of~the:English,language ,through their own chil­
dren nndothers 'and more or 'less discord gradually disrupted the good
~lorksorioblyandpropitioUSly 'beg1ln :in 1879i''l'husthc f idd suffered
a gradilal decl1nc numerically'and spirituallY'Until,the faithful few
\mo had held the Sunday School togethcr' and probablY had paid the lar­
ger share of the $150 given toward the Dunkirk pastors', silpport annu­
ally. were about reody to disband =iously awaiting the ,decision of
the Erie COnference, which convenci1in Dunl~irlt April 1912•

... : .. 0"

1883

Ina Qu=terly Conference Book, registered for the" Emmanuel Evan­
gelical Church of L:>,ona, the following SUIIIIIlarization in German was
interpreted ,thus:

"": Firs~ report: the first meetin'g' wail 'held in the afternoon, all
fO,li()Wing conferences toolt piacein the evening after evening
service (in Laona Church).
In the meeting they \Jould take attendance first. elcct, a se,ere­
tary, read the last meeting's report,:'eirnnine conference and
church membcrs and' hear the reports from the different trustees"
The trustees must each have ,been in charge of one of the churc~s
activities, the conference members were team-worlters, each hav­
ing his 'special 'r~alin.' Theret,mre 'no women in the board. The
secretaries' c~pacities to ~rriteGerman varied greatly. some 'of
them made quite a number of spelling mistake,S or used an English
sentence structure., The Dollar was - at least in theeirly re­
ports _ still called '''!huler'' ~ ,'l'he conference would adjourn,
with a final prayer by one of its membe~s.

1889 - Apri13rd - The brothers discussed the question whether non'­
church members who were members of 'other churches should be
allOl~ed to use Leona clUlrch ,for their meetings. They deci d e d
to put this question in front' of a meeting of the congregat ion.
The outcome is not mentioned.

1889 _ July,6th _ The examinations of Conference and Congregationmem­
bers 'must have been' a thorough examination of their moral con­
duct. The only time'that Chargeswre made was on this date;
It, said that "some members of' the congregation were found guil1;y
of having let themselves be'sed!icedto the sinful enjoyment' 0 f
dancing"• 'they were admonished never" to do it again '",'Jith the
help of God".

1891 - 1893 there are no reports

1893 - Reference is made for, the 'first': time to the provision for br!'ad
and wine from noW on the provision of both is mentioned always.

1898 _ April 27th _ 'the brothers came to the decision that 'both English
and Ge= should be alloWcdto be uscd for preaching, not Ge r_
= only.

1897 _ 1899 The church must have had serious troubles of survival' at



this period,. reports are incomplete, sometimes only. three mem-'
bers m~re in the' Conference. It was under the leadership of
Pastor Hctche.· Sunday School reached the· low mark a t that
time. i£ter .1900 the church thrived again,' numbers increased,
income incre<lsed. Pastor Butche. left.·

1900 ...; 'Pastor Handkel'1as absent because he must have .been on the verge
of breakdown; his daughter having died shortly before. T h a
brothers prayed for him. This was mention'edos it seems to be

. the or.ly time .that· .some kind of personal concern appears in the
.reports.
Dbc. 27 _ point 4 - no catechism classes were held during w~

7 ~ fathers could not find a candidate for the
o.ffice of Pastor, <lsPnstorH.mdke re signed
or being too dejected for office.

•

1907 _ l-Jarch
.. June

20 - Youth Club IJas founded _''Yoi~

13 _'Cateohi~"ol~sses - l4'pupils

.1908- Dec. 10- point 13: ''Decided, that wc shall unit.c. with Dunldrk
to elect a representative for the annual Conference at ~innau~

Sunday School
The first time a fuli report on Sunday School is given is in lG8~

it say~: "Officers'-5, teachers.,.9, students-GO, average attendance -45,
library: .80 ;,ool:s; ma[>azfne "Kinderfreurid"· (Gilild' s Frim d) 30 copies,
"La.nnile.nicide" (another journal for children called "Lambs' Fasture"hs
copies; quarte.rlies-40; l·blacl,board. Furthermore the report statcs
that singing-seemingly the main activity-was good 'and that some of the
students had turned to God. .

The reports are very'much alil,e each other, they wcre handed in
<llways on the fourth <!nnual conference. SlOHly the'n~ber of students
declines, books become scarce, too•

.T!U, ..louest poirlt "as reached in 1899~ when on J=uary 12, ,p ast or
u_ h d n.~'· S "D. '1'"....,to e put "'m "omt s: unday ochool .'Cport, no SC"OO. a y," a r
iater, on Ju.iy 2G it sounds more optimistic', ullen secretm:y Schuster
notes "The Suil.d'ny School report indicated that the school is sl!lall but
that efforts"ar~.inade to eniitrge it". From then"on, the school thtived
again, reaching' its culmination in 1910 l'lith lob' pupils. (Refer to the
Chart on Fage 14) ,

The 1968 Lnniversary ColllLlittee, in a' c:o~vel:'satioti IJith l"t'S. John
Stonefoot, the oldest member of the chur~h. received the foIl ouing
info=tion frOtl hor coIu::orning the years1893-lS00: ..

at Prayer meetings only pr~yers were ~aid. They were led by the
pastor and others foUoued. ,Hhen Christ i.hrcns. offcre~ pra.ye·r. he
looked heevcnuard and prayed boisterously, sOIIIetimcs pounding his fiSts
on the altar or table.

,11lcn a person joined the church. they vJere asl,ed to kneel at the
altar whilc ~he pestor prayed for them. . .

v1b.en the church picni" ",ns hclrlin the. grove. on l'1ci.l·lister Rd.

,
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ne.cr Stone Qunrry Rd. (pi~~~ti;the, s{tEi"df"!eonOrd Aldrich's hom e)
eac:h"ye~, persons brought their food in e. box, placed it on the cenl2r
of 'the te.ble, where everyone hnd'ri:ch~tce v?riety. (~~re's Grove) -

..;. ,. . i.'

argDIlist of the church wns E!i:mW.' Gens <rie.e Thies) nnd occns io n ally
iY.lrs; 'Fred ilbrens <nee Thies; Emmn's s'ister);' The hymns were sung in
GerilQn DIId were serious, not livel~". songs; Ec1a v1 ie den bee 'k wilB
thc,sundoy School Treosurer prior to her mnrric.gc,to John StonCfoot,of
Laonn in 1895. '

,Rev., Chnrles J. Eolligerwes pastor,from 1903-06'Dut he left, n'o
rec()rd of his ministry. Be' is' rcimcinbe.redbypresent members es ::tjolly
man~' ~hort in steture, receding dirk h::tir, sparkling eyes ~d,wore ,'e.
must;nche. Sundny School wns held nt leOO P.m. nod prenchings'e rvices
were 'conducted at 2:00 p.m. Every other Sunday, services ::tltern::tted
between the English nod Germc.n Inngunge.

In 1906 Rev. George Grntz wasnDmed to serve the r.>onn nnd D\mIdrl<
chUr~hCs nnd it we.s during his ministry here thnt ::tll the churchSGrv~

'zero held in the English longuage. This He.S n renl ,xmefit ,to the church.
During his ministry 17 nell members ,>crendded. It wc.s elso in the ye.:Jr
1906 that the llldies' i..id we-s orgnnized md 1"J:rs. l.urc. Pndden e 1 e c t'ed
presid~t. A lOung People's .Il.llinnce was orgnnized and ~aldred.E'llis

elected president.

'During l"J.gust, 1908, it wns decided'by the church bonrd, at the
request of the Ladies' M.d '1hich agreed' to' supply the funds, that base­
ment ,rooms be mnde under the church. These "tere completed' at a ,cost of
$407 .00cnd added n great deal to the Sundey School f::lcilitics. 'These
rooms could ::Ilso be used for socinl activities as ,<ell ns for class
r0t?Il1s.

" :i;hc nnnuc.l Conference of the Evnngelicnl Church was
kiXk in 1912 during the pastorate of Rev. 'VI. H. Barmer.
sian of Conference a petitio~ of the Leone congregation,
resident pastor, we.s favorably acted upon.

held in Dun­
At that scs­

req,ue sting a

•

Records ShO<I the largest Sunday School picnic
Grntiotin 1913. One new ~He'll,3 tecJlls iInd the
were needed to tr,~sport the 150 pLcknicltcrs •

.' ,".

Has held ct ?oi.nt
"horse llIId buggy"
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First
Mentioning

1883
1883
1883
1883
1883
1883
1883
1883
1883
1084
1884
1885
1385
1837
1888
1888
1889
1889
1889
1891
1893
1893
1893
1893
1896
1897
1897
1899
1900
1900
1900
1900
1902
1903
1904..32
1904
1906
1906
1907
1907
1907
1909
1910

President of Youth Clu~

T=stee, Pastor
Sundr.,y School Superintendent
Trustee
Presiding Elder
Faotor, Trustee, Secretary
Trustee
Truste.e
Trustee
T=stee
Trustee

LIST OF QlWl.TJmLY CONPEREl~CB I·Jl!MBBRS

Offices Bel d
Presiding Elder
Pastor, Secretary
class-leader, SurAny Sellool Supt.
Pres. trustee, trustee

Jr. Trustee, Sacretary
Tru::tee.
(counselling membcr; once)

Sr. Trustce
(counselling member, trustee)
Pres idi. ng i>1der
Truste.e
Trustee
Trustee
Pastor, Sccre.tary
Presiding Elder
Pastor
Pastor
Trustee <mentioned once)
Pastor
Trustee
Pastor
Trustee
Presiding iilder
Dunldrl:. PAstO!:'. cn\mselling visitor
Trustee
Presiding Elde.r
Pastor
Trustee
Presiding Elder, Trustee
Secretary

~

C. F. l1egeb
C. Hohlgemuth
John Goldberg
Christ ..>hrens
Friedrich Thies,
Carl l~umann

Bersteclter
Friedrich ~lics,

G. S. Spreng
C. L. Witt
C. H. l'lcundorf
Fred Knoll
F. Don
"'a.. 2. ~lendt
C. F. llegele
J. F. Snyder
Jacob Hahl
Ed Dregert
Oth
Christ Gens
J. G. Ziegler
:7. llau
Seig
E. i\ochne
Theo. Hiedenooclt
:7. Lingalbnch
J .... Uetche
S :> c;gt~.. -
J. Lang
vI. R. Schuster
Finkbeiner
F. iCrat::
Gens
Chas. llolligcr
C. F. ~lics

Frad Schmidt
Ernst ''ochne*
Gustave Gratz
John Rabin
George. Dllaclte
Ballin Rolland
Mildre.d Ell is
i.. Lluche.ln

*Prcsiding Elder Distrie.ts and their Superintendents
Conference District - ERIE

Pittsburg: 1906-10 - E. L<oclme.
Cleveland: 1910-11 - E. Koehne

1911-14 _ E. Koc.hne (Came from Sandusky, Ohio quarterly)
1914-22 _ H. L. Seith
1922-23 _ John lloffman

L. "presiding elder" ~las equal to a C'-onference Sut>crintcndcnt today.
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··Mi.RRIi.Gi>3 PERFOIU-.iED ~'l'VTSEll 1893 Lim 1919

May

May

Hay 12, 1909

Feb. 25,. 1908
Oct. 8, 1908

lilov. 12, 1908
Dec. 12, 1908

L.u&. 13, 1916
Oct. 21, 1915

'd "~,~,,, ""'. ,-

Date Name of Couples
.~g.: ,J,L1893 Herman Stecker -of.-Dre to Minnie Boyi'of Dk

Sept 27, 1893 Fritz Kanz of l~lt' Vernon to !.'linnie --. - .
..:.. ~_;. _ _ q.oldberg of l.lCla-lt"igl1t

1, 1894 Fred Weus of Laona to Emma Richter of
Sheridan and Laona

8; 1894:: JOhn.'lhsch 'of Laona_to Catherine.Weire.
Stachee of Laona

l~. 7, 1894 JOM Boye of D1c to Hary khrens of Laona
Nov. 22, 1894. ,loUis Schnieder of D1c to l!.linnie Cordt of

...... .... Pomfret
Oct. I, .1895 _Carl Heumann of Laona to Sophia _Hoffmann

of Ok (his·third·wife)
Feb. 5, 189G John Stonefoot of Laona to Eda (Jiedenbeck

of Laona
l~ov. 3, 1896 Christian Gens of Laon" to Christina Boye

of DIe
Oct. 13, 1907 l1atthias Dietzen to i.nna iJirens. both of

Laona
VTilliam Hau to Ida Thies, both of Germany
Geo. Plank of Cherry Creek to i.nna Sa1hoff

of Pomfret
Geo. Ramsdell to Florence Ellis, both Laona
Fred Kuebricle of Pomfret to Minnie Von

Daacke of Laona
Feb. 10, 1909 Frederick Kasbohn to Dora LaGrenade, both

of Pomfret
I!lyron Grisuold of iorlcwright to Eva iJirens

of Pomfret
June 10, 1909 i.11ie Schonfe1dt of Erie to E1enora Mau

of Pomfret
Oct. 14, 1910 Manley Johnson of Fredonia to Grace Neff

of Pomfret
"'Pr. 11, 1911 **Rev. Geo• Ott of Geneva to !.'Jary Graff of

Dunkirk
,June 17, 1914 F. L. Davison of Titusville, Pa. to !.'Jaude

i.hrens of Laona 81 Ok
June 24, 1914 He= Lounsbury of Jamestown to >'lice

Elmore of Laona
Hov. 11, 1911, Clinton D::1',is of L:dc \'1right to Flossie

Tm'1rle of Fredonia
Dec. 15, 1914 Thomas Horton of i.rk\<lright to Mildred

Colson of Pomfret
Oct. 14, 1915 Harry Gtraight of Laona to Elsie Dietzen

of Laona
Oct. 30, 1915 Wallace Borton of Vil1enova to Mildred

Davis of Lr1:llI'ight
Dec. 15, 1915 Elmer Zil1 of Pomfret to Ruth Blackman of

brkllI'ight
Mar. 11, 1915 Geo. Lutgen of Fredonia to L:<1na Bourquin

of Pomfret
Geo. Douglas of Ok to hinnie ,Iashburn / DIe
Stephen 1aGrcn~ee of Laona to 3thel Tick­

ner of ilurnllmn
Apr. 30, 1917 ildam Hartner of Pittsburg to Ruth Thies,

Laona

-'.

Pastor
J. G. Ziegler., ..

G. S. Gratz

H" E. Dornhe im



Pastor

J. V. Beglingcr

/3

:Name of Couples

Sept. 5, 1917 leigh nuck of Cassadaga to Mildred
Sprague of laona

Feb. 18, 1919 Or1in Draggett of L.rkwright to Des Demona
Bourquin of i..rkwright

•

* l1i.nnie Boye ~~es a member of the laona Church Choir uhen c teenager
and was Ill.:lrried in the Dunkirk Church.

** Rev. Ott was our pastor 1879 to early 1883 and ~1&S also married in
t.he o,mkirk Church.
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- Chapter 5;, .

Part

Ministry of H. E. Dornbeim
1912-1917

I _ First Resident Pastor

/5

In wordif m:itten by" Ile.v~ Dornhe.im:'· "It' seems ,the people of the
village about 1908 to 1912 began to realize that a village without a
resident:pastor would naturally not grOw in righteousness,. especially
whim the 'liq~():t: :an~immoral element had .. taken up its haunts in the
heart of the village alin0st opposi1l3 the church. The. roadhouse r e ~

ferred to had been running for llUlny' years, possibly longer than the
church ~ :under yaious llUlnagemcnts. ' Sometimes bad and oftimes wo r se.
Yet this place gre~l, to be ,an ' air-hole of hell, defying all law and
order, and a real mennce to the village. i"t this time the people be­
gan to earnestly desire a resident pastor ~rllo under bimighty God would
build up a plant of righteousness in the old Laona mission church and
earnestly appealed·to COnference for a missionary in 1911. Portuntlmi~
or unfortunately the Conference could not send them a minister and Rev.
V~. Eerkner worked Sungays .as'best he could, urging the people to ad­
dress Conference with a signed petition and a substantial list of sal-
ary pledges." .

This was done as noted in the introduction and on i'.iay 10, 1912
Ile.v;, ii. ~. Dornheim and,;Wife arrived in Laona. For a record of the
reception they received asfoll~ls; A., publ ic reception to the.new
pastor was given by the' town under the auspices of the laona Ladies
bid at the h= 'of Mr. Fred lIhrcns. Rev. Dornb.e.im was the first res,.
ident pastor in '22 'years. .The 'house w.':\s crOwded. There was a fine
program yith the: welcome address by C.: F. ThiCls. ion envelope Contain­
ing' $20 was handed to the pastor to help defray moving expenses. It
was a fine ,social nnd a' fine lunch among happy nnd promising p e op leo
"God .is with' 'us"• -They lived in the .iJ.lrens home (across from cemetery
entrl:lIlce.on Webster ltd. near corner of Rt. 60) until the parsonage was
ready. TliCl parsonage ~ms located behind church building and presently
"'-mcd by.. leonard Rm'71cy~

Port II _ Special vlorship Services

June 16, 1912- Very successful Qlildren's Day with 150 present and $15
received for l-liss.ions•.

J nnuary 12, 1913 ~ Song and praise service unto God for giving us new.
00k pews" to"t!1ke the place of the ''b£"ckbreakers'' (commonly so c:Illed .
and justly so) and for .the splendid gas' lighting system througho,ut the
Church. 'T~lllS a happy occasion and all pronounCed it n practical im­
provement on the. churcl\ and' the service appropriate.

Jan. 15 to Feb. 2, 1913 _ Revival series. First ~1eek alone <exCepting
God who .is with us) in the work. Yet only one soul fon1£lrd (Heilen
Merchant the. first to start) God keep he.r ever faithfu1 1 . 2nd weakBOllle
backslidden souls reneJed. '" little more help I:lIld at the close, s ix­
teen souls claimed convc>rsion and 5 renew&1s for which we thnnk Th II
Lord.
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Pert II (cont.)

June 22, 1913 - bnother successful Children's Doy. ISS present. $13.50
received for Missions.

March 14, 1913 -Qloir Concer1: (all s:lcred except 2 mIlDbars in lighter
vein yet permissoble in church) 20 numbers rendered. People pronounced
it right, but possibly I expected more tlum I should. It =s good but
did not altogether meet my cxpect:ltions. ilowever the first attempt bas
been made and this will help our young people out 0 little.

June 28, 1914 - The Children's Day was the best yet. 156 present an d
$16.70 received for Missions.

Feb. 9, 1914 - Revival efforts in 1913-1914 for three and a h:llf wack~
Two weeks alone Nov. 30 to Dec. 14, 1913. Rev. i.. G. Dornheim of Bea­
ver FallS, Pa. and Rev. R. Fassinger of Pitts, P::t. assisted me for one
week. Feb. 1 to 8th, 1914, and we did have some services, but f~ re­
SUlts. In all, our work resulted in one convert ::tnd three renewals
this year. Yet we know much precious sced h.:ls been sown and the harvest
is coming.

Fcb. 26, 1915 _ Big Sunday School Sociol at home of Chas. F. Thies with
110 present.

ia.pril 4, 1915 _ Largest Communion services in three years: 45 communed
in morning service at Laona and 15 in afternoon scrvice ot vlilloughby.

Feb. 28-April 11, 1915 - Conn-Ogden Revival in specially built taber­
nacle in Fredonia. Laona church cooperated in the campaign, but had
its own Decision Day and Sunday morning services.

Laono Decision Day March 28th =s surely J. Day of 'Victory. J.ltar
more than erQt·lded. Twelve IlCcepted Christ there and others l·/ere re­
ne~1Cd. rhe Holy Ghost PQt(ICr filled us. For six weclts we attended
meetings at Fredonia tabernacle, leading many souls to Christ and at
the close we found that 45 converts and 15 renel1als (a co n s e rv ative
figure)among the five hundred reported saved _re Leoniana. Twelve
baptised, 20 united with the church Cincluding our decision d!lyvictorY~

June 1915 - Children's Day was celebrated !It Laona end at the mission
school .at Willoughby: i..t both services the chapels l(ICre cro,road. 'rhe
progr= ,lOre good. The collections ''best ever" Laona H7.30 - Will_
oughby $6.80.

1'lov. 5-19, 1916 _ The reviv:ll clllllpaign with evangelist F. ',1. Cox and
wife of i..shtabulo, Ohio, was indeed a seeson of blessing. Six souls
were converted, as =y more were renel·/Cd and twenty-eight began to
seek "the full victory in Christ Jesus" or "entire sanctification" as
our church expresses it. God gr::tnt full salvation to all. The pastor
and his wife found this full victory (IUd confessed it during these
meetings.

The Sunday School through the years hOt! constontly aided in the
maintenance of this church in Laona ond CIt times provid"d the only ser­
vice h"ld on SundllY. the membership of too church is lnrgely mnde up
of former scholars and much credit goes to the teaching stnffs, which
h::tve sown the Word.



Part III _ Catechetical Schools

a promising beginning was made on liay 25, 1912. Sixteen children
enrolled. Seven boys and nine girls. For two months lessons were wen
learned, but soon I noticed a lack of interest on the part of parents,
end when the children began to realize th:lt we would study more than
play during school sessions, they preferred theoutdoor g<UDeS as child';'
ren would, and not being encouraged to continue by parents, the attend­
ance grew gradually smaller. Nev.ertheless the 1913 year began with ten
scholars who did pretty fair work until the first term ended - w hen
m.'1Ily C<UDe often and admitted that parents not even heard their lessom
nor helped them. 'nlis occasioned a postponement of graduating e:xercises
and only with hard work and some tears - five of the originals class of
sixteen graduated in a special service. Children's Day June 28, 1914.
Those receiving diplomas were _ Elsie Gens, Clara Gens, lena Gens, Bea­
trice Wicdmnier and ~sther Ahrens.

Several attempts have been mnde to organize a new class this year
but without success thus far. Our deo.r porents do not yet realize the
need for biblical instruction to children of adolescent years. 12/20/14

The Conference year 1914-15 is ended, and we hnve not had 0. cate­
chetical class in Laona, t~ich I much deplore.

This work is now being done in the Sunday School by the use of
the "Graded 3Y3tem of J.e.osons~· and, until t"C eM mclte ours a g r o.de d
school, we are endeavoring to have our teachers of Junior Classes 9 to
12 yrs. to impart supplemental lessons includi. ng as much of the former
catechetical course as possible. Thus we must ch:n ge our methods of
introduction without forfeiting the principles and facts of gospel
truth. April 18, 1915

The supplemento.l lessons referred to above have been found to be
inadequate. Ue have therefore decided -os 0. school- to begin the graded
lessons in our Jeginners Department in October 1916 and as quictcly as
workable to mclte our Laona school - A Graded School - in the full sense
of the term. In this way alone can we hope to instruct our ch ildren
according to their needs and ability for receiving biblical 1I:nowledge.

l-lc.rch 20. 1916

Part IV _ Quarterly Conference Reports
July 1912 - April 1917

Each quarterly conference opened with the roll call and minutes
being read, after which an examination of tl~ congregation and confer­
ence members was made according to the questions of our Church Disci­
pline, no charges were preferred. (Refer to ohart on page 20).

Prayer meetings were held regUlarly once a <rock with an average
attendance fran 10 to 15 people.

Dud ng th," years from July 1912 through i;pril 1917 the Su n day
School flourishC?.d. The. ulCmh(.'.J.:'ch ip eJ.;(;\t/ lon% nt t.':\on:'l. An of i...pril
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Part IV (cont.)

1917 the total membership was 116; 'l'heWilioughby Jchool had a total
membcrshipof 64. Tiui·· Sh:Umia~ School had'.30•. Regular preaching services
were held at these two schools 'hiso,.

The YOung Peoples i.J.liance did ~le11 in their endeovors for the
church.' Tb.ey contri butCd cement' steps, gas' chl1lldeliers and a gas sys­
t~." Membership of the: Alliance was from 20 to 3S young people.'

'The Sunday School; ns wt>ll ns' individual classes, and the Ladies
hid'cont'i'ibuted grently'in the"~1Orlt for their church, including new goo
heaters, pews and the cost of pninting the church.

In the Conference, Report of Jlpril 1917 the fir st mention of an
every memocr'cnnvllss 11as'discu'ssedl1lld'planned and the church stewards
asSured support for the new postor. Stewards were: Chns. F. 'l'libs, .R.
E. Straight, Christ i.hrcms end Fred Thies. i'4:-s. Christ j'Jlrens, Mrs. 1iI.
E. Straieht and Hiss Ruth 'J.bins were appointed to ass; ot the stewnrds
in' t!le 'every'member c=v'ass.' 'Tlli:- I'nstoL"S snlnL'y for the nc1'1 pastor
rCnilli.ned the srnne being $400.

Part V _ FiveYcarReview

On M<iy 7, 1917 at' the conference held nt loraine, Ohio onJlpril
26-29,' Rev. Dornheim' Has' sent to Sarver, Pa. after successfully serVing
loonn for.S yenrs. Rev., J. V. Beglinger, a graduate of Evangelical
Theological Serainnry ~lOS' appointed to Laona. Rev. Dornheim closcdthis
history report with the £ollowing sumro.ary:

In revie~ling th;,. ,'lorl< of these five busy yeers, many helpful
cxperi~cescamc to both pastor and peopl~ through gracious revivels
as well as the antagonism of the p01'lcr of evil using somc of our own
and <;If, ,?ur good.neighbors and fel101vtownsmen Hhom ~le endeevored to tell
of the love of God through Jesus Q,irst, }~s only begotten Son. ~hny

be1i<i~cd nnd ~lerC sweetly seved."

During this time the "liquor gmig" was successfully defeated at
the polls. in,19l3 and.19l5.

Nov. ,2, '1913 _ By me~s of special ef.fort on part of Laona Church
people with their pastor Laone, district ·Ho. 2 of: Porilfret tGln, had .
such a IlUIjority of votas oLainst saloons on cll of the four Rc.ines law
exise questions, that the whole to\1n Hcnt dry for two yec~s at least.
"'nc'i aft.er. a ye.2r' s work under, cover ;:. The no'torious 1aonc Hotel - house
of shame, owned llIld run 1>y 11 certoL"l Emma J. 4.ld\lig, WlS closed. license
:md license bond forfeited :lIld $350.00 fine pcid. She now lives und<ir
a suspended jail sentence, conditioned on good behavior and her house
is under surveillance and this all has been done despit~ the general
reports I'lhen we C<llIlC here, tllat this dive could not be closed, since
too many "big" men protected it. Nothing is impossible for God, or
those in league uith himl

Nov. 2, 1915 _ Voted Pomfret dry by ove~lhelming majority. t.J.­
though Pomfret "as voted dry t"10 yec.rs ago, the "acts" succeeded so
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Part V - (cont.)
well in selling illcgally, that, they brought, ~p, the bsue again, end,
surcly did put up a hard figh't. It did look against us for' awhile. '
until we got o"ur "Pers'onal 'Jorkers £'hell ii1e'" assembled ood runnin'g
smoothly. Yes, it did cost us 011 ..s= ~lork'''butthe victory'cOm..
pletely covered all tj:la:t., ,,' _ . ! '",..

The Laona Ladies £id.hcd b~en requestcd to furnish a supper
that night end the ''';'s~cond supper" for the Fi:e~·C;niD. p'rc'oc¥rs, ane! lay-,
men, t"ho ceme out for Laona returns and to rc'joi'ce' with us;- win no't '
soon be forgotten. <-.gain God ansHered our prayers. .. 1'lo doubt because
they tJere bncked up by much hard Horknnd toho~~hCtirted Christi!iii- ser-,
vice..

'I'w-o n,eH mission, Sundey Schools have been, organized ,at ;hUoughoy
in i.rl<:<11'ight and 8huml". N.Y. The 1:ltter school,at that' timi ";as very
weak but by a {aithfui kona Christian girl."i.lt~,Link. it again pros­
pered.

The church membership hed grown to 52.th~ Loona school had be­
come a 100% school, over $900 was raised on, this field '(for all pur­
poses) e",ch year of the five thet Dornhci m served here nnd, the name
"THE LITTLE WHITE CHORCli nq lAONA" Vllll watched. apprcciate,d and loved
by folks in and around loona as never before reportcd. llhilc the
field is still "£In unfinished t.'lsk" for the net" mnn of God. He know
that undcr God and "through, Christ and by the Holy Ghost, ,THE ~ITTr.;;:

~mITR C-..llmGn IN "Ii.ONi, will pruop"r lUuch more thon hns been in the past.
•. ''''.' • N - ~ ... .- -

(Additional highlights 'from Quarterly Conference'Reports) _ Part IV
• : r "'.: ,'.

The s=er of 1916 the y.p.i.. started a·Biblerecding circle in
place of their devotional ElCetings, which wouldo-resume after the' sum-
mc.r months. . "

It wasreport~d on Jan. 30, 1917 llt.the Confcrence aceting that
the Y.P ..... hlldbcgun 'work in the "One ;'lin One""campaign'. Eech <;unday

• I .' -.-. _

evening th~ ~m~er8 ~ct for ~ sc~son of prayer ~d' to'report nnswer~d

prayers ~t 6:50 p.e" for ten ~inut~a. .

In April 1917 the Sunday 8chool rel'orted that Bible' verses,
lMrned nUmbered 483 for the year. Also 70% of the school' over t~rel"e '
years of, age had ,accepted Christ, at Laona. Ten !?er cent:hnd accepted
Christ' at Willoughby; 8ehe.rol; '.rk>n::ie;h1: ~nc'l 50% nt.'1:he 1,;h,,,,,ln Jchool
had accc~ted christ. '

. '

•



0 A SUMl.!ARY OF QUARTERLY CONFERENCES HELD 1912-1917
ri

Ce:teahism Bible Soh. YPA Prayer Prayer Meet. Annual
Date Class Ave Ava. Att. Ava Lsaders Ava, Attend. S=y Improvelllflnts Presiding Eldl r

July 1912 12 76 F. Thies ~~v. Ernst Koehne
Oat. 1912 7 New fuel system given by
Jan. 1913 7 60 Chandaliers y.p.a.

)19 New pews givonby
Ladi3s A1il ,

Apr 1913 9 90 31 Vim Q:lns 12
;

July 1913 10 70 F. Thies 8 \
Oat. 1913 7 60 Vim Sahnahal 6 3 gas heaters

,

Jan. 1914 6 60 Chas Thies 8 J

Mar. 1914 6 60 29 F. Thies 6 104 en~ !
rolled (
in S.S.

"-July 1914 6 70 C. Thies 10 John Hoffman, Rev.

0a1;. 1914 0 66 C. Thies 11 Graded lawn \V. Vi. L. Seith

Jan. 1916 0 67 6 Now pulpit & built by Busy
altar rail & ~ Bae S.S. olass
Churoh painted

Apr. 1916 0 27 C. Thies 12 116 Celllflnt steps- given by YFA )
total for ohuroh
for SS /

July 1916 0 71 25 C. Thies 16

)Nov. 1916 0 69 Rev Hotoho 10 ohuroh interior redeaorated
Jan. 1916 0 66 C. F. Thies 7
Apr. 1916 0 1 20 7 120 SS Tablo & 2 Chairs given by

tho Gloaners S.S. olass /
July 1916 0 71 ~ C. Thios 9 (Nov. 1916 0 67 C. Thies 6
Jan. 1917 0 69 Fred Thies 15 114 SS
Apr. 1917 0 1 20 C. Thies 10 116 SS Hymn books purahnsod
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Cb.opter, 6; MinistrY' of J~, Y. 3eglinger, ,
-- ';

'.._-, '.'

,,! Rev.: J. V. ;3cglinger wos oppointeCi pastor in 1917; 'He served 2
ye.D.rs. c

, During his miAistry the Shuclo sUnday 8chool ~las' di~contiriued
(Jan'., 1918) be,couse of lock of interest !lIld seVCl-re wintCl-r ~lCl-othcr. Miss
Ruth Thies moved away' during the s=r, of, 1917 and Mrs. Ella Wilson was
elCl-cted'as assistont steward in her pl~ce. In 1918 Mrs. Hettie Rhodes
was elected LadiCl-s,Jdd PrCl-sident and the JOciety vas considered to be in
good workiItg, order. ;~ !'i~s .~Gcorge 6mith~ic.s.Y. l'.d. PresidCl-nt and:, rCl-portcd
the orgnniiation was in normal condtion. with 15 active membCl-rs.

In bpril 1918 the ;,;undoy 3cl1001 membership was 126 ~litl1 an average
ottCl-ndnnce reported as 60.' Willoughby Sunday School's membership was '38.
i'ls':' ,this month,Harry Straight was elected as dCl-ICl-gate to the Laymen's
and triinist~i:'.'s miss;:ontu:y conference at llo,rthCl-ast, Pa•• plus Fred Thies
and Christi>hrcns 'lCl-re a£>pointcd as'stcmards for the forthcoming 'confer­
ence ,ye~r_,

~ring a quarterly conference on~~ust 3. 1918, presided over by
Rev., ~1. 'L. Scith, froo' Ohio. one of the members of the church I,as cb.arged
against aceording to rules set do,m in'the ;)iscip1ine of ,the' Church.
She "OS um10rthy of partcking of c;omo.ullion and it 'las ,-suggested thllt ,
some', brother or sistCl-r spe11k to her end that n11 pray for her•

..
,;. ~IlY Sehool rally and ~dication of n servicc £lng 'las held

on ::lept. 29', 1918. in honor of the men of 'Laona ~lhoare in the service
of ~heir country. ," ..

Uter n Inpse of four -,ye'ors n cntecootica1 closs lIaS orgcmized
with'goQd·intarest being manifested by "the five pupils. For several
years a :-70= '.s his sionary Society' was ,.hoped for but the prayer l'lns not
an=red untL"l the suiDmer of 1918,when the Ladies i.id -Society began
such a society and it 'oot <llong with the Iedies~J..i,d each month hereafter.

The' ::lunday :;choo1 at ~Iilloughby uas' reported as being rather un­
cert.:i.inin ito'desire .to pledge their ,7ifiingness'to carry on ,their
work:and thuswns clooed. In !le.cember. thtl Y.i~i.. was compelled to stop
for a tilil2 ·O<ling to lack of attendance and' interest. ' In Feb. 1919 a ,
l£lytilen's Hrssionary l.'Jovemcnt 'w::.s formed to get the people intereoted in
the :midweek ,Preyer meetings of the church.

The ~SUDdcy ~ool enrollmentt ~1llS dCT.-m .. in 1919 Hith a reported 105;
average _ 49. Ttle Hocen's hissionar7 :Jocfr;ty lUis 15 mcmoers and Ladies
Md Jocietl;, 16ooraoors. The ch ureh ccrabcrship'"ms revised leClvinga
tot:::! of M. l-lc~l Stewards for 1919 lJC~e: Fred Thies. Christ iJ.lrens.
l-.iro~ Christ ''-hrens (Gr<lce) , end ilirs. 4J.lu Thies.

<. Rev. ;]eglinger left Laonn o':fe<1 raonths before his y"nr ended and
he 'lCS succeeded by Rev. "brolrl R,'ld•.



Chapter 71 W= Pastor Appointed in 1919

Miss Esther L1mburg, as a young girl was a 800ial worllllr in
a New York City Mission. She went on to being ordai!lsd by the
United Brethren Churoh and O!1llEl to ChautaWilua County to minister
in a ohuroh in Cassadagtl and Kabob. While there sb.e IlIlt Re ginald
Brunson, Who resided on Moon Station Road and they were married
on November 29, 1917. During 1919 she was appointed to serve
the Laona Churoh With iill46 members.

Sha and bBr husband and one son moved into tha Thies hOllll
tor the first six months and then to an apa1"tment in the Ellis
hoIlIl until early in 1922 when sha left this oharge and moved
to Fredonia. Two more boys and two giZ'ls were born to tham
attar leaving Laona.

During her ministry here no assistance W<\S reoeived from
the Conf'erenoe Missionnry Fund. She oonduoted a ohildren's ohuroh
at' the oponing of' tha Sunday morning service. Tha Young People's
Alliance and the Sunday Sohool gave a piano. Atter Rev. Brunson
lett in 1922, tha Sunday Sohool wo.s the only servioe on Sunday.
On oooasion Mr. Alfred Wolf'e supplied the pulpit tor a ohUroh
servioe. Mrs. Hattie Rhodes was President of Ladies Aid (1917-21).

Tha following I113mbers were talllln into the ohuroh during
hal' serviool Esther Ahrens, Mr... Mrs. Floyd Cranston, Ceoile
Conroe, Edmu.nd Dierdort, Esther end Lena Gens, Leonard Goldbsrg,
Randall Thies, Nelda tU1d SantOI'd Uiebsl. Under a speoial pro­
gram oalled "Watoh Core" the following ten ohildren, aged 9 and
10 years old, were reoeived by the ohuroh on April 4, 1920,

Leigh Comroe Margaret 5mt
May Mo:l.s Floris Niebel
Mildred Gens Kenneth Thies
Ceoile Goldberg Edith Glasier
Edith Goldberg Charles Spade Goulding

Hawewr, these names were IIlver oarried forward With the regulor
ohuroh membership roll of'ter Rev. Brunson lett. No reason for
th:l.s has been unoovered throughout the oh1l1"oh reoords.

The first momber at the Evangelioal Assooiation in 1868,
Sophia Goldberg, died on JUly 9, 1921, and Esther Brunson por­
tormed tho 1'u:cDra.l servioe. Marriors performed during lUll!!
atter hor appointment here (1920-24 include these oouples.
Dolos Ramsdell & Esther Chstus Nelson Thiee & Beatrioe Wiedmtlisr
Fay FrlUlois & Mildred Ellis Benja.min Sprague & Irena DClIDOn
Donald Mols & Ruth Aldrioh Alfrod Whitaker & Jesse Goldberg
Elmer Abell & Clora Gens

In November 1967 Esthor and Reginald Brunson oelebrated
their 50th wedding lIlmiversary in their homo at 125 East Hadson
Street, Elmira, New York•

••** .

REVEREND MICHAEL SALMEN (1923-1926) - served the Dunkirk and Laona
Charges during his yeors"hero IUld this arroul!l3Ill£lnt of one
ml.Id.s'l:er for both ohur"hos oontinued until the summ.er of' 1969
when tho Dunkirk Churoh "'0.8 rliM>otti>itlnn.... In.April 19M, the

2.2



Chapter 7 oontinued

Erie Conferonoo was dissolved and Laona and Du:nkirk waro agnin
placed in the Now York Conferenco. During Salmon's ministry
he rooordod 37 IIVmbors on tho roll and 33 at tho ond of his
servioe. The former figuro included 15 malos and 22 fomales.
Sunday Sohool enTol1ll£lnt was 85; avarago a'ttondanoe was 39.

REVEREND WILLIAM WAGNER (1926-28) - stari:ed his ministry here With
30 reoordod mambors. Anot11er first I113mbor died and ho oonduot­
od tho funoral for Fred Thios. Jr. on Ootobor 26. 1926. Im­
provements included: frostEl d glass WindOWS installed. building
was Wirod for olootrioity. lighting fixtures bought by tho S.S••
basemant rooms wore rodooorated and improved by the Ladies Aid.

REVEREND GEORGE FOX (1928-35) - Churoh interior and exterior was
painted and repaired. A boquest from Mrs. John Thies Was usod
for this in part paymnt. Eight lIIf)mbors wore added to the roll.
Deaths inoluded: Ml" & Mrs Charles Thies. aotiva IJIOmbors sinoe
1884. },bmborship recorded at the close of ministry was 26.

REVEREND lESTER W. IRIFTMEYER (1935-38) - iThan thoy wore appointed
to here they wore told that Laona was on its last logs. If
thoro Wl:I'O ten parsollS in ohuroh. that would bo exoellent. In
a sense. he was paster hore IIwhen tho tido be gan to turn the
other way". Sixteon lWW IOOmbors wore addod. There first ohild.
Janet. was born in January 1937. Thore hadn't boen a baby in
tho parsonage for a quarter of a oentury. Avorage ohuroh
attendanoe was 36. There was a large Youth Fellowship and two
good oatoohism groups. Now floor covering was laid on tho ros­
trum which was paid out by tho boquest of Charles Thies.

..23

REVEREND EENRY DUTE (1938-40) - New gas heating stoves were installed
as a gift from the Sunday Sohool. Mrs. Fred CbIl8 was President
of the Ladies Aid (1921-43). The pastor's health began to fail
and 11l!lIl¥ t1mas his very oapable wife took over the Sunday serVioe.
On January 13. 1940 he diad. Mrs. Dui;e supplio d for a shoM;
time thareai'ter. Rev. Wagner journayed from Buffalo to suuply too.

REVEREND FRED IREW (1940-43) - Religious instruotion olasses for sohool
children. in oonformity With State Education Lc.w. was bogun. A
ohoir was started for worship servioes. An organ Was given by
Mrs. Ulwis Dailey for the Sunday Sohool and a piano by Mrs. Chas.
Miller. Amerioan and Christian flags ware presented by the
Ladies Aid Sooiety and were dedioatEld in a speoial servioe on
fuoomber 21. 1941. Prayer maetings bogan in June 1940. as were
the lOOn in the ohuroh Who organized 0. Men's Club With A. Straight
as its first President. The same year a Mission Band wns led by
the pastor's wife onoe eaoh month during Sunday morning worship.
Easter 1941 Sunrise Serviao was held on the lawn of Elmar Thies'
horo With 83 persons attending. Two weok Evangelistio servillOs
were held and 50 individuals wont forth to aoaept Christ or to bo
dodicated. TIID Ladios Aid. Mrs. Oscar Snow and Thies Welding
Co. go:ve an outdoor bulletin board and it was dedioatEld to tha
:romory of Rev. Honry Dute. 100 now hymnals were purohased; a
youn:; peoplo's Biblo Study -;roup organized. Seventeen new membors
wore added to the ohuroh roll. MD.in aohievement during these years
we.s tlID rodeooro.ting of the ohuroh nave by Poter Klein. llrohiteot.
This wall-do s ign remaino d until 25 ye ars 1ai;e I" • A baloony w",s o.dd" r.
for additional olassrooms. A woek-long dodioation was held With
many forlIlllr pastors taking paM; bo ginning Marah 22nd. 1942.
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Chapter 8: Remodeling and Decorating of Church

During the year 1941 there was felt a definite need for eddition-
al Sunday School facilities and II need for redecoration of the chur.c h
auditorium. This need resulted in action in January, 1942, when work
was started In the vestibule of the church, lowering the ceiling D'D d
making four class rooms, three of which form a balcony opening into the
auditorium. The walls and ceilings were covered with carved and paint­
ed NuHood and all the woodwork WllS refinished. l-4-. Peter Klein of Dun­
kirk was the contractor and designer. Pastor at this ti.mEI was Fred Drew.

'rotlll cost of this project m~s $1,907.74 and all expenses were
completely covered lit the time of rededication. On Sunday, i'iarch 22,
1942, Reverend ililliam ~lagner, District Superintendent, dedicated the
newly remodeled church and preached to a large congregation. Du r ing
the folloHing week speciol sClrvicCls were Ie ld every night with the
Reverends L. VI., Driftmyer. M. Salmen. and G. S. Gratz (pastor 34 years
ago). former pastors, and Reverend H.'\rold Sloan of the Fredonia ~r. E.
Church, filling the pulpit. 'lhe services l>ere concluded on Friday ClVG­
ning with a banquet and informal program in the auditorium in which
church organization members took part.

This ClOtire project wns a great achievement for the members of the
church and the people of Leona who so libernlly gave their support to
the LORD'S work. As a result of the fine cooperation given throughout
the work, the Hou~e of ~lor5hip is todny one for which the cOIlIIlI11Oity Clm

be thankful•

---- --------------------------



Chapter 9: Diamond Amliversary ,

~verendWilbur ~ley served 1943-48. Slmday, School roo m s in
the balcony were carpeted bYthe,S~day Sch;'ol~ata CO~; of'$SO.Olll.
Fluorescent light~g wasill,sta~led in the basement room by the ~ay
School, costing-'$60.00. Cup):loards were buil'i:-ill ~(lt:I~,l§!-a4:s'for the
Junior Department•. '1'hc bas~t ·Fooms ~,rei:e rcpailJ.:ted lJy.a gJ:o~P, from:
the Slmday Sc1i.ool., In, 1943 ,there were 26 scholars who ,had per~e9t at­
tendance. in SunQaySchoo!., .Twenty'-one gold pins ~~given those from
one to sixteen years o!d." In 1943 the Sunday, School picnic was held at
Point Gratiot and the piclmicl<ers were transported to the Point by team
and hayrack.

The ~uel~,I'1;'man's l1issionary Society was, organized on March 28,
1944 with Lauralee Bunt'as President. (This ~las l~t,e,r·called the Woman's
Rocicty of'l'1orld" &rvice.)

,On NOvemOO,r 16, 1946 the 3vangelical" Chm-ch and ,thC tbitcd Brethren
Church united to form TH3,E'lbNG3LICI\.L UNITED BR3TIJREH, CHURCH. Lao n a
Church changed' their name to Emmanuel E';angcl'ical united Brethren Church.

Evangelistic Services were held on Nov. 11, 12, 1943 with the Rev.
John,Addy of Philadelphia, Pa., Jan. 30, 1945 with 1~~~'Fuller,ofGen­
eva, i~.Y. and Sq;lt. 15-29, 1946 by Rev. Claud Hoore of Jamestmm, N.Y~

.
The 75th Anniversary of our church "as held with three services ­

April 13, 14 and 16, 1944.

Thursday, 1;pril 13, 1944 _ the opening service ~1SS held under the
leadership of the pastor, Rev. Wilbur ~eley. The message was given by
Reverend 3dwin C. Clark, a former resident of this area and kn= to
many in this area. Be ~ founder of the Buffalo City Mi.ssion in 1922.
The number present at this service "as 110.

Friday, ~pril 14, 1944 - lhe yOlmg people conducted a gospel Song
Service. It foll~rod the outline of Christian expericn=s. Short
messages ,'rore given by members of the Young Peoples Bible Class. Many
of the old favorite gos!>el-hymns "rore sung. The num;'er present at this
service "las 72.

Sund"y. '"pril 16. 1944 - A.t the 10 :30 a.m. service, 3ishop John S.
St=, D.D.L. L..D•• preached the ilnniversary Sermon. l'lis mcssnge was on
the subject. "The Fell~lship of Service." Special music ,~as provided
by the Choir., ~~ards were mnde in recognition of su:ty years of mem­
bership to M;rs. Matthias Dietzen and l'Jrs. Fred Gens. For fifty yenrs
or over in membership _ to Fred Gens (57 yenrs), Hrs. i'1illinm Gens and
M;rs. John Stonefoot. The number present at this service was 220.

(The membership of the church nt this time wns sixty. htthe Eas_
ter Service there were 116 in atte~ance.)

111::. and i1r8. Fred Gene received a 3chofield Reference Bible.
111::-s. Hlltthias Dict2'.cIl. a 3iJ> Ie with Inrge type print.
l'I.lt"s. Hil1iam Gcn s md i."lrs. John St.onc.'foot, each, a frnmcd picture.

of Chriet.
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Chap~r 10: The Last 'l\.lmity Years
~ .,! .•

..
Revereiid 1.J.oyd· orall

194&-50

. l1rs. Olive Dailey..clc.ctcc:l Dir~.h~or of Childrens ~lork;~s. BdJ~
liasca-elec~d Counselor of Youth FelloWship; ~~s. Dorothy Bouquin-Mus­

. ie Director. Daily Vacation Bible School was held for a wedt in- Aug­
ust 1948'and b10wecll:s in August 1949.

lhc. ne<1 stove was purchased for the bascm=t. 'lWo new pulpit
Chairswcre'also purchased.

Seven ncw members were .added.
Rev. Crall resigned as pastor frOI:l the HeH York Conference of the

E.U.B. Church. The follo<1ing supplied ,the pulpit on.Sundays frOm J.ug­
ust 1950 to June 1951: The Harmony Trio CMiss LouiRc Lnnr. Evangclist;
M;i,gs Ilene Niebel and lIdss Irene Barreth) - Rev. flilliam vlagncr, Rev.
!il:lbert·l(ryinan (Buffalo), Rev. 'Hc.rbcrt.Erbele.-:E.'\ster 3crviee 1951.
Gc.orge Sprague. was elected Superintendent of the. Sunday School. on l>1ay
1951 to succeed Elmer Thies, who had held that office uninterrupted
since 1932. .

Reverend Hc.rbert Erbele
1951-53

i"

Prayer Services were held Thursday evenings. Sunday evening ser­
vices were held beginning Oet. 5,1952. Beginning Aug. 20, 1951 Vaca.­
tion Bible School clllsses were held. for··.two 'ICeks. Evangelistic Ser­
vices were held at the church March 2-9, 1952, "1ith Rev. Roy Dunn of·
Dcmascus, Ohio.

'l'wobrass candlasticlts and .tv10. brass .collection plates Here pur­
Chased'as.a memorial for ~s Sylvia Parsell (sister of Mrs. ~anus
Ellis 'of Laona and missionary in the :Delgian Congo for 27 yeors)•. A
thanlt offering service and a dedication of the IlJeIllOrial "e.s held Nov.
23, 1952 at 7:30 p.ta.

Sunday eVening services were discontinued.
were added.'

Reverend .By'x"on Esch
1953-59 .

I . ~

Two new llIClJbcrs .

....... .
Elmer Thies was elected.Sunda~School .Superintendent to succeed

'George Sprague,Hay 1955. lirs •. Nary .3sch Has .elected Director of Youth
Fello"ship;'also, as Choir ,Director•

. '!he 75th ilnri.iversary· of the dedication of the ehurch. w~.s celebrated
"ith three services, the first one being a Chilc1rens and mung Peoplcs
prograc en July 31, 1955. There WllS II Lighting of the i~iversary Can_
dles on the Calte. '" morble cornerstone "es unveiled. The Stone was
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presented by lk. Fred C. i>hrens, in cccory of his uife, Mary !i.tics
J-hrens. k. fellouship hour followed.

A missionary program was presented on August 23, 1955 by ~ss

Cecile Goldberg of laona, who had spent three years in [(orca and 1lQk...
kadiO, Japan, nli reCreational super intcildent:'of the United-, states Mr
Force.. '. ;. ,- . .-. :'.

\" . -- .. '

A hol:lC-cot:dng service uas helden October 23;, 1955 at 7,:30 p.c.
Six foraar ministc:rs attended.

.. ~.

','.

Flor"nce Bouquin "as elected Director of ~1cckday llcligious Educa­
tion and h:J.y Thies, L>ssistant, in Hay 1957. '

'Ihirty-fivC: t!GW mCmbcrs t=e received 'into the church on ,Easter ,
,Sunday.

L'le~l hymnals were given: tethe church, by' Mt-s .. 'Beatrice', Cookson in'
memory of her parents, ,1:'4:. 'and IYJrs. Iet>is Dailey.' Also, a picture,of
Jesus with children, to be plnccd in the uorsilipcenter of the Sunday~

School (Children's Dept.) in cemory of her cother, Olive Dailey (for;",
ccr Children's Director). i.. brass offering plata was given by the
teachers of the Children's Dept. in ccoory of Mrs. Olive Dailey en
October 1957. '

L>lice Strai.f;\ht was elected Director of Children's .Jork in L1£Iy,
1958 to succeed ~.iQry Chase who "as appointed in· 1957 • '

.. ' ,. ,,'

Church'uill sponsor Boy Scouts, Girl Jcouts aDd 3rotmies.
_ L",

Baseccnt renovation project _ 1957-58. Ed Scltulenburg, •.rchitcct,
of Dunkirk, N.Y.; Fredonia Builders Supply, Builders:

Church t,ms raiaed to give r.1ore' ceiling rooo" new walls uere cement­
cd, tile floors, sauna-proof eeiling,:cOI:IpletelYcOd':>rn birch,cupboards
installed. ,'l.Wo rcstrooca," storage 'space and Ii ,central go.s-fired heat­
ing systec. for thia mtire building wcre 1l1aoinstoJ.. led. I>rnperies di­
vide the ge~rnl lD cinl nroll into several classrooms, yet,' draw baclc, to
give cOI:lplete freedOI:l for larger one-roOI:l usc.

Outside '''''ccvQring Il draining ditch, grooing' of' parking areas, new
cement steps and llC\llcs and a naturnl stone "ell have oOOe the loclltion
oore accessible.
~ follot,ing wcre donated for thc neN basCLlCIlt and by whoo:

Electric stove _ vI.a.VI.S.
Drapes & hangars - Sunday School
Diohes& Si1ver-Jore - Ladies ~d
llcfrig<ir'ator- Youth Fellouship

, The dcdic:lu en servicc' for the reconstructed educo,tionaLand, fel­
lowship roOI:l 'uc.B held on Novcober .17, 1957. ,,'£hi' t:lessage "las given 'by
Dr. J.ohn D. Rein (Supt. of the Heu York Conf"r",nce).

, le.onn"reccived tim ('.orif"rcncc i"i~sion Day'offering for 1958 totnl-
ing~1,'758.65~
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Chapter 10 (cont.)
. 1'hc Hooan's Mission=y Society discont.i.nued 'February 1957.·(l.ftcr

~s. Olive Dailey, ?res~ d1cdJariilary 14, 1957~)

'lillilJI:l B~r m:'.s elcctcd .. ilunday Schobl Superintendent to. succeed
Elcer Thies in i1cy, 1959. '46· tlC.lJbers ~lere: added.···

Reverend Harold J. 'load
1959_63

.Mrs. Irtlll ;t:>od t'las elected Director of ::lenior CIloir; !.'.irs. Dorothy
ilouquinwas elected Director of Children's Choir; Daniel DlJI:lon .elected
Director of Youth Hork and 1Qy Leader.

The purchase of the Bert· Beebe hciuselocated at the four corners.
uas made for a I?arsonnge. The. cos!: of the property nas .$17,000 and'.
icprovcncnts - $2,500. Reverend and 11rs. 'bod Dovcd into it. on Oct.
29,1959. Ihe SUD of $19,500:was received froll Conference·-$17,OOO
for the purchase of tbe parsonage al1.d $2,500 for iDprov=nts. The·
funds Here made available by the sales of the Dunkirlt Ql.urch through
Conference by the r~uest .of the tieDbers'of the DunkirItChurch.

Dcdicetion services for the parsonage were held May 15, 1960 t,1ith
Dr~ John D. Rein as guest spealter.:.. Delegat ions cace frOD Grand Island
Tririity~ Grand Island Ibnanuel,. Buffalo Seneca, ,Buffalo 1'!iewrial, Buff_
alo 3t. Paul, Tonaucnda and Roch'ester Cc.lvary•. ' Guests included:t<lo.
former pastors: Rev. Byron ~scb and Reverend Lester DriftQyer.

, Following the service, .<Jb.ich took place on the parsonage lawn, the
people <rere invited into the parsonage .. tosoe. the iDprovecents ,that had
becnoade.· FrOLl the parsonage . the guest:s :went to the. church .-,lhere they
ucre entertained by Rev. David p. LUbbllj',pastor of the TOnat'lands ChurCh,
with an organ recital. The organ <las given to the church by the· Dunkirl;
congregation. i. fellowship hour follot,7C-C1 in the fellowship ro~. . . '

. The. <lCCMay Religious Classes <ro.re discontinued because of :School
. Centralization.

E~U.B. It'.n's Brotherhood was organized with Sheroan Gll',sior, Pres.
,. ., ~ ..

. . leone reported in first placc' =ng seVQtltcen E.U.Z. Cllurchc.s:.o.f
the area in percentage of ccDbership fine.nci<ll pledges.

, Cc=ion urn and cups' froe: the· Dunldrk Cllurch m~re encased in the
northeast <lall of the sonctuary.as a rcpeDbrancc of the Dunkirk Q1.urch.
'Wter 96' years of service the' Dunlcirk Church decided to close 1863­
1959)~

Family night suppers clere held every other month•

.A. Memorial fund <las started uith the following: appointed as Com.­
"'mit-tee:' Harry b.ldr ich, lottie ":traight & Glendolyn Styborslti. a~
orial Book and cards were purchased.

Barry ~ldrich (~rial Fund Secretary) built a repository to hold
our Memorial Bool;;.
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Mid-t~k services
go;ms Here purchased.

were held beginning October 12,1960. Choir
('le joined the Fredonia Council of, Qlurches•.

29

1:.' church pUblication called "The Qlallenge" ;1as distributed to
200 families and friends of Laona. Wrs. Jessimae Rathman, Deniel
Damon and !lev. Hood Here authorized to put out this periodical.

leslie Straight was elected President of the llc;w York Conference
of E.U.3. l~ and Treasurer of the New Y~rk Conference Board of ~as­

sions in June 1960.

i. fellowship supper and farewell for Rev. and, i1rs.Gregorio Gon_
zales and son, Joel ;1as oold Sunday evening 3eptcmber25, 1960 in the
church basement. Rev. Gonzales ,vas Chaplain for the 3outh-t'1estern Area
l>'agrant Committoo in charge of migrant worlt in Chautauqua and Cattar­
augus Counties.

ApcrmancntEVangelism Committee was appointed by Rev. HO,od to
start working after the ,first ,of the year.,

Church road a gus ;lOrc erected by the E. U.3. ".len •

... special meeting, was ,held Harch 12, 1961 with Rev. l~rman Klump,'
3ceretary ,of the Department c£ Urban Churcims maluation from Dayton,
Onio, to rcview a'future.forour church.

Dan Damon resigned effective April 30, 196~ from Director of Youth
Fellouship, Lay leader, ,and Qlurch Organist. 1'0 enlisted in the United
States Air' Force. Sherman Glasier was appointed tem.porary Y~F. Director.
A. fare;1Cll program was givan Dan l1ith Sherman Gle.siar as If.oaster of Cere-
monies. . .

Miss' IaUise lear was guest speaker at the 11 o'clocl_ Sunday church
service on J.pri 1 30, 1961. She also ~ d group singing ttt Dan's party.
Everyone'·paid tribute to D<m's outstanding 'contribution to, the church
activitico.

A MOther and Dcughtar 3anquet l1CS held on l~y 16th at 6 p.m. in
the church basamcntuith tha "I.S. ;'1.S. in charge. 11,:S. Elmo Eascala Has
gUest speaker, and her =ssage ;7<:',S entitled "Tha acrId Is The Church."
Thcre were 75 persons in attandencc.

Dedic.:.tion of the Sunday Cichool uorship canter in tlli>, ,bcsemcn't "as
held on Sundaymorning,i'.iay 21, 1961 at J.O :35 l1ith Rev.aoed officiating.
l:Ic. spoke on the meaning of, the 3y'..wol, tha Cross, cllIldle,s md opan 3ibl".
The k.1tar and bookcases 'lOre. dasigne.d by Rev. ,lood llIld leslie Straight.
The :>. U.E. Hc.n didthc s1ffiding and finishing. lt we-s built and donatEd
by J.eslicl Straight.

Childrcln' s D~wc.,s observed ;n.th a progr!l1ll by the Qlildren on Con,­
ference -3undttyJune 18, 1961~The program was .entitleci,' "He l.xe Disci­
ples Too. 1I .

Rev,,-rand and i'lrs. Herold J.
aacident at Byron, Ohio, on J111y

tmod were seriously,injured in an auto
13 1<) ~1 nf~."r Att~nd1'ng' a Historical, " .. ·.
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Society Convention at, Daytc;ln, Ohio.
pulpit was supplied by many.,

I'lhile theY tJere hospitalized, the

, ,

, A. Church Census was taken: in se.p~ember 1961 with vlilliam &keras
Chairman.

Hid-Heek services changed to abible study class led by'Elmer
Thies (Sent. 1961).

, '

Two new pUlpit chairs ~d' a memotial,boo~ t~re purchased 'L~ l~
ory of John Watt. Seven net'1 bulletin boards Here installed in the
basement, classrooms.

"Focus on ;;'aith" t1aB the title"given to the advance pmgram'of the
,Net7 Yorl~ Conference _ a program of sharingw,ith other churches ,the build­
ing of a conference program. " Several members of our chur'ch tJ<1.re involved
in this Horthwhile endeavor. Four"Fellowship Conference dinner's t1Cre
held for Focus on Faith. 11 attended.

It t7aS vot,~d to have a picture of CJur church on the front of our
church bulletins and the MJ:leS ofthe' church officer's m<:t 'presidents of
orglJIlizations pti nted on the bael. in October 1961.

The Committee in charge of the illvary i'kmber C!mvass are: ,kuis
Langhans, Jr., Genernl Chairman; Carl Bnrder'"Rcsources Chairman; Rich­
ard Bentley, Program Chairman; and Quintin Badley end kslie Straight,

'Visitation Co-Chairmen. ,kdnesday, 'Nov. 1,,1961, at 6:30 p.m. _~he mem­
bers of the Laona congregation and fmilies attended a dinner at the
Grange 1:1a11, Fredonia. The program t1aB provided by this, gl'jC Committee.

Tne Every bember Canvass tool: place on Deeemi:>er 3, 196:1..' A. budget
of $12,554 for 1962 Has presented and accepted after visitations trore

,completed.

" The Tower Chimeo l1ere given, in memory, of the lClin8 F::mily:',by
and Belen Burder and shall be knOt'lll e.s the Kling l:bmorial Chimes.
was given on Dec. 18, 1961.

Carl
This

,It He.S decided to llave no more.-fund-raising suppers by any, ch~reih

orglJIlization.

The Church Historian, Florence30uquin md the Church 3ecretaiy,
Barbara Dcst (Hct, Offices) Here 'voted to be c.embers of the CoimCiicif
i~inistration. Sherman Glaoier resi~d from the office ~f'Yo~thDir­
ector and frasident of the E.u.3. i'km due to his n~w Hork iu BUffalo,
UoY. Dori'o GIQsier Hao appointe.d Youth Director. ~rlton Earder. netl­
ly-e1ected Church Ttccsurer. Dorothy Bouquin resigned as assistant
Choir Director. '

Our church suffered a·great Ipss in the death of a life-long mem­
ber, Zlmer C. Thies on i'krch 24, 1962. He Has for =y years the Sun_
day School Superintendent, 3unday School t~cC!.chcr nnd a Trustec~. He. :.
also oarved as Church Tr"osurer end '7as n r...'1.y IeMer at the time of his
death.
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The- dcdicotion-- of tlui· t<lO ne~'7 pulpit, chait's, the·l!.emoriol Bool~,
<md its Repository Ims held on ':.pril 8, 1962~' ,The chairs end Book were
given by i.'Jrs •. ~garet!:~ ':le.tt in ccmory of her husband, John. The Rc­
pository," built by Horry :';.ldrich, <las given in tJeio.ory· of i>ir. '>ldrich's
parents _ Ilyron G. :md Kate 0. J.l.drich. The printing in the book wa s
done by .1'irs. "'lendolyn (.(lltlunm) Styborsl~i. .

Robert Glonier, Janet Straight, Sally Hise and Thelma Blliott Ilt­
tanded the Youth Convention at iJyracuse, H.Y., .:.pril 26-28, 1962. Rev.
Wood: attended. as ,.aU 1t Counselor. .

a l~ther-Daughter Banquet was held at the church on i.'~y 15, 1962
sponsored by the Yl.S••l.S. 80 persons attended.

-.
_June. 24;1962 at .eleveno 'clock service a Chili ren's Do] Progr am

1'10S given~_ The, theme ~7as "The Biblc Is Out' Guide." "

'lhe church 'las painted on the outside by too 'l'rlistees. The· p.::iint
was donated by Carlton l~rder for the e::terior a,..d the interior, dona­
ted by .the .1. S. H. S. (Theiritericir \·7as tiot donent this t imc. )

~ mimeograph machine was purchased at a cost of $226.00.

'rhechurch ycar ~las 'changed to the calendar year and COuncil was
Mtobli';hccl as the ruling:body-of the 'church.

Men's Day ~las observed '~lith leslie Straight, .?res. of the -Ne~l Yarl~
Conference EUB Men, as guest -speal<:er on ~lOv. 11 i 1962. Be reported on
his recent trio to Gcneral Conference.,. . .

J;. Stereo-GGneral-!Uectric Record player, in memory of i'Jrs. Razel
Morse lmo died September 22, 1962, was installed in the Qlildren's De_
partment. Mrs. l'Jorse had be.en an active cenber of our church end Sun­
dey Sehool•. Her :major: intet'"sts "ere the ehildrcn in the 3undn, School.

il. Qlristcas program entitled "Why Chris~.:mas··waa givc-'l on' Sunday
evening, Dec. 23, 1962. The aault Choir und~r the direction of Urs.
1= 3.. ',lood gave e. cantata entitled, "Good Tidings of Joy" follolling
the children's program. 125 persona attended. By special requests,
the Christmas C.:mteta wes repeated Sunday evening, Feb. 10, 1963. The
Junior' choir.also had a part in the program. Total attendance for
~oth performanceo (Dec. & Feb.) wes 195.

Visitation.3unday Has on Februaryl?, 1963•. Dinner. Has served
follmiing the worship service for the l'lOrl~cre going out . on .visitation
dUring the afternoon. Budget goal I7na $11,945.50.-

Evongelistic services Here helel Februar-; 20-24 ~7ith Rev. E. loye
. Donelson' frOI:lthe "rie COnference inJherm..~., N.Y. asgucst ev!'.ngelist.

St"ormY7 Winter ~'1Co.thcrh£'npcred·,the. -at~~c'nc1nncc uhich llvcr£lgcd 43 pcr­
cons for tb.e.fivc services; Rccult: one conversion.

L. red velvet a1tnr cloth nnd ~_ covet' for the commun ion tnb,lc. "las
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Chapter 10 (cont.)
made and' precented to ,the 'Cl1.u~i:~'b;d~s~ l'1elter' (Marie), Bloor. i1 guest
book for the, churchwaa purchllSed by the Lad1es' Mod Society and is diS­
played in the vestibule e~ch':::'lmdai for s~atutes of all' guests.

. - . ... '. : ,.~, _.~. ,- ",

Our church cooperated with the Fredonia Council of Churches for
services in observance of Bo'ly Week. i:. laion lenten Service >ras held

,in 'o1.iI",church on Sunday'evcnirig,' api-'i19. '1953. Rev. RusselFProffit
from'the First Presbyterian Church of' Fredonia was guest preaCher~

_:, _, It Children's Day program l~tlS, beld Sunday tlOming. June 9. 1963
during the church hour. The thetle was, "Now Uider and Wider." The nar­
rator of tile program mls Kenny Rathclan.

~. Mother-Daughter banquet was beld on, May 21. 1953. sponsored by
the ~1.S.~7.3. Guest speaker was ~s. Joseph Short of Fredonia who gave
three monologs. They were: mother' at a Children's Day Program; a gran(l­

,mother at a ,football game; and a. Scbeo,l picnic. i:lonored as the oldest
grandmother and grent-grandmOther was M:t-s.i:.iUili HasmUnd and irirEi.· Bertha
Dietzen, respectively. ~~s. Richerd '(Irene Goulding) Bentley was the
youngest mother. 78 'persons attended. .'

Ihe Church and Sunday School picnic for '1951. 1952 and 1963 were
. all beldat Point Gratiot in Dunkirk. H.Y.

a. farewell gathering honoring Rev. and Mt-s. Herold J. (Iood was
held on June 17. 'l'hey were 'l1ithus four successful and grol1ing years.
Songs were sung by a children's grouP. remarks \rere given by·.i•. a.
gift of money was presented to them. 75 attended.

, " -During the minifrtry of the Woods
reoeived into the ohuroh.

* *

a total of 68 memba:-s were

*
Rev. Willi= Kulp was e.ppomted pastor until a full-time one can

be found. (There Nerc none' available to the ti methc 1'le~1 York COnfer.
_.: ence:met in June.) Brother Kulp is ll, retired minicter from the ,Church

·..of the '3rothrcn in Pemnsylvnnia, \.ii;; resides with his ~rife. ioJ.ma, in
Fredonie.

, 1. filing cabinet I1llS purchased for the church off ice by Fred .Il.l­
brcchtond the ~ies M.d Soc1cty. i.... desk, chair and typetTriter =D

donated by .:mbrey C. Bcld~lin.

the Council of ~~iotrction.votedto increase the pastor',s salary
from $4500 to $5000 ~lhen a f'\lli~tkonc is secured.

~~s.,iJUna Kulp wes,appo~ted.iAult Choir Director and i~s. Barold
.. (v7inifrcd) Pangborn and ~1iss June l<li.l1onzi e.s Directors of the' Junior

Choir.

the average attendance in i...ugU9t last yonr >r::9 55 - this year -50.

Rev. and 1l'Jrs. Kulp ~mrc honored by the church on a~dnesdny• .:mg.
14. 1963 at a dinner and reception in the fellowship room on the occa­
sion of their 50th \'hdding Lnniversary.
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Our 1'1.8••1.8. was host to the ~ea Fall l.1issionary Institute on
i'1onday evening, Oct. It" 1963. Dr. Habel Silver, medical miaaionary
from Sierra leone, "-frio..". ,·l'::'S gueat sped~er and showed slidea. 'rIle
service "as followed by a fellowship hour. 83 attended.

33

,

Sunday, October 20, 1963, "e.s Icymcn' s uuy in our church. Short
talks ,rore given by Sherm.:t.'l Glasier, I.e,·,is ianghans, Jr., and ,1illi=
Baker. 'I'"llcre "aa speciul muaie - e solo by Leslie Straight:, accomponied
by his son, John.

The .::.verage attendunce for ,'-Ugust, September and Oetooor of laat
year wcs 61 us compared to 67 this year.

Reverend Frederick A. Wood
1963-67

Rev. Frederick ~. HOOd, pastor, of the United Christian Church in
West Carthage, N.Y" was appointed full-time pastor here by Bishop J.
Gordon Bm,ard in consultation with Dr. John D. Rein, Conference Super_
intendent of New York State. ~ get-ae~uainted gathering was held for
theta on Fridlly evening, Hovember 8, 1963, 56 persons attended. He
and his "ife, Genevieve moved into the parsonage over Thanl<sgiving week­
end and he assumed his pastoral duties as of December I, 1963. Before
they moved into the parsonage, five rooms and a hallway ,Jere newly
painted by several ladies and men of the church. 'rhe Hoods have t"o
daughters - Dianne, aged 19 and Janet aged 17.

December 1 was also Loyalty Sunday. During the ,·1Orship service
each family presented their commitment for the cOilling year at tile altar.
Visitors called on thoae that 'lere absent.

'rho Sunday :Jchool Chriatmas program· "as held on Gunday evening,
December 22. It was entitled, "Christmas l-round the ·:iorld." 131 per..
sons attended - the larsest in mcny 'leera.

The firat i'e'l 7ears 3ve .iEctehnight okrviee mla held on December 31
from nine o'Clock until two. 34 perDons attended. Old-time hymns were
sung, slideo of vccation tripo aud t4nv~ls were shotTn by lcolic
Straight and Fred Albrecht. Rev•.~od played hia accordion. The old
year cloaed '-lith a play arranged by Rev. Hm. f..ulp "hich covered the
12 months ahead and ,las portrayed by several children and adults. at
midnight all joined hands in a circle of prey~r. Refreshments foll~,ed•

•~ of Janunry I, 1954 the Council o~ Administration shall be knaom
aa the local Con~erenc~.

Rev. Frederick Wood reported thet 34 calls Bere mede by him at
homes a.'ld the hospital during Dccem)er 1963. The averag~ morning at_
tendance for five 3undays in December lTac 87. The ave-raze. for two
evening services tl~"t month ,..aa 82.

'nJ.c communion service for Dunday. 3a.11.. 5 ~}C.8 the la.rgest c.v(;r
held nith 103 in "ttC'.'li!C'ncn "l\d TI lOcc<:,.i.ving 1Io1y Communion. The
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Chapter 10 (cont.)

first i~ult ~bership'Classwas held:by-our.paotor on January 19•
• '.' ',' .-.'

. Thirty Bibles and tl1cnty:hymllals .forpri.uJ,ary:t«lr~hipwere purcha.sed.
They Hero paid ,-lith money, in the LCmorbl Fund in tile memory of E1Jller
C;. Thies. The dedication oLthcm llel0 gi.ven by Rev.'Jood on January.26
during the Sunday School .how::.

C' r,. A church fcllovlship.suppel; w.as held January 30 called Family
night.· ~The 80S perDons l1hoattend~dliat~nedto guest preacher, Re~.:
Robert leach of our,Jcat ~neca Church. l:1t's.'Tilliam l'ulp, Director of
ourbdult. Choir, 'm1d all members of the.Choir, plus the tl'lO ..<lrganists.
June i:.ii.llonzi and Barbara Best, w"re the .. honored gueStD. There ~lere­

SongD by a local quL'1tet and moving pictures Dhown of our ,Tatchnight
·Scrvice.

A ne,l junior FellOl~ship for boys. and girls in the 4th, 5th, and
oSti1 grades 'las organized in February under tm Jaadership of Mrs. leHis
lwlghcns,. Jr. It shall.be l;nown /ls. JOY. g.o:UO\'lSHIl?, mc=ing "Jesus
First" Others 3ccond, and YourDelf Last." Four alternating helpers' to
Mrs. ,Latigllllns are vb. KcI!-ncth -:myd~r, !:Irs. ~slic Strllight. Mrs. 'Fred­
ericl: Hood, and i~s. l'lnroldPang"I)orn. Tb.ey ldll gUide the worship and
SBrvC refre~hmcntG.

The'T.~.vl.::;. had charge of the church service on. February: 2. Guest
speaker. HilS Dr. Mario Sequel'of 3a.ntiago, C!lilc, who is presently,.teach­
ing Spanish in the local high school. He spoke on his native country.
The attendance HCS 110 •

. Five special lenten Bible Classes "ere conducted by our past()r:. on
,sUnday evenings beginning on Februnry 16. il.verage attendance for:the
five clasaes Haa 25.

Bap~ism and aoy Scout Day 1-1I1.S observee:! .on February 9. F ift e e n
children 11ere baptized. 175 Il.ttcndedthe service.

. One hundred_ten attended the Family liight Fellowship Sup~ in
February•. '£he Rev. ,Tard EeJlle~ma.y,:associate minister of the Fred on.ia
Methodist C11urch, sholled slides of his trip to the> iIoly land. Mrs. Ber_
tha Dietzen, I.-.irs. Elsie ;:;tr:light,and Rev.i-Tilliam Kulp were honored
on their birthdays. 'l'i1eirfavorite'hynms,wcrc sung and a large deco.r_
ated cake HCS lIl£lde by l'.irs. Millard Clulse.

. lewis. lmlghans, Jr. WIlli appointed Chairman of the Stewardship and
Finance Committee.

,
The wall between the vestibule and pastor's study ~lall tcltcn out

and a sliding-folding door, ~lasputin. ,This can be opened when webavc
a large erol'ld and gives t~lOent~mlees and eJcits for the sanctuary. an
extra clothes racl< ut\s placed in the study. also •

. ,Oar .church .coopcrllted uith .the Fredonia Council of Ql.urches fo r
Union Eoly I'hek servic:ell•. On ;'hdnesdny evening, the service uas held
in our church. Rev. Ronald V",llet ~las guest preacher. 72 attended.
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Palm Sunday evening, a coElIlta,,:} entitled, "The Cross of' Christ"
,las presented by the '>d! It Choir. Fourteen members in tha c..1.oir were
directedb y Mrs. \'lilliamKU1p, accompanied by i·Jiss June Millonzi on
the organ. Solosuere sting by :Leslie Stniight, Genevieve. Wocid and
Barbara Best. The Junior Choir also renderec sOngs prior to the Can_
tate.. Scripture text th"t l'las included· in the Cantata lrere read by
the tlrelve girls in the Junior Choir. "ttend!ince waS 119.

Attendance for the Palm Sunday morning service was 131. Attendance
for the laster Sunday Service ~las the largest in 19 years - 183.·

Robert Gl.osier end Jarbara Narraway of our Jr.-Sr.· Youth 'Fellow­
ship attended· the Youth Conventi on in GroElIld Isl",.nd on J,pril 2,3.

Beginning Sunday evening i.pril 5, Rev. HilHam Kulp gave ·a series
of six messages on marriage for single and lIB rried folks. Average at­
tendance at these progr= ',las 28.

'The Ladies i~d Society conducted their' first church·worship ser.
vice i!pril 12. Guest preacher uaS Rev. \-]illiiun K111p, who spoke'on
"Serving '"our Generation by the Hill of God." The Society !·ms· orgtlIl­
ized 58 years ago on buguSt 22, 1906.

Young adUlts, ten couples met at the church on Saturday evening
6.pril 14 for fellO'i,ship. G.::rraes !'lere played and CD lored slides l;ere
shown by Cecil 1~hle.' "£his uas prcceded bya roller skating party at
~h~ Roller auu< in DUnkirk.

The F"""ily Hight Fcllcrt.,ship Supper in ''Pril ucs attended by 85.
Richard 1-•• '1arborth', a Gerinan exchmg e student at Cassooabc Vailey
Cent'ral 8choOl', i:i""s spe3ker. lie showed slides· and spolcc about Ger­
man~,.

Tuo ladies choir robes 'and 2 men's robes ,.,ere ·purChased. Eighteen
mcm:bers make up the pres'cnt i>dult Choir.

The Fredonia Counci'! of Church ,']oLICn hel" a J!JaY Fellowship dessert
luncheon at our church on FridllY, ~l.:ly' 1, 1964. 70. pe'rsons attended.

T'na attend=ce 'at tile morning Horship service for ~iothers Day,
-Hay 10 !·,as 139. Gaven children lJ(;re bllptiied.

In observance of the 20th ,~nivers:}ry of thc a.s.W.S. of our
church, 11 i'lother Ilnd' Do.ughter Teo. l·lc.sheld on Hay. 19. 82 poot.and pre­
sent melIibers and guests attended. The progr:JO uo.s under the direction
of Hrs. 3c.rl Hise. Refreshments follol'led tie progr=.

• • • • I

l. cover fer the organ !·,ac wooe' by Lij:·s.· Clyde iI,i,:,ys. B1even Bibles
,:ere purchased to give to those being promoted to the Junday 3d\ 001
Adult Deportment.

A Family Hight FellO"wship Supper Has held on illo.y 28 uith the
Rev. Donilld Rothfus, pllstor of Gilge Chapel, .Sill.ttl hills, n,-l. as spe­
cicl guest. '~displayed his talents as cilnlle-n.tist using a music
background. 82 attended :md rcqucst"d hin to return.

•

,
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, cT!1e'=ual Children '0: iJayprogram 'il:':O, held during the morning l~or­

ohip hour. on Sunday, J=14'. .The atteridmcewe~ the largest on record
for this type of program - 16l.. !he theme l~ao "Joous, tho l'Jan."

Promotion Sunday uas held during the,evening of June 28. following
a Family l~ight Fellol~sll.ip Supper. Eleven children graduated to th2
Adult Dept. as Intermediates•. Children"in the. Church School presented
11 program of music. A.ttendance WaD' 70.'

On.July S, Communion Sundey,' .000othor record was oot with attend­
anceboing 101 end 87 recoiving tho Saor.:uuento.

Our, first Progrtllll Council meeting wo.o held on July 16at !colic.
Strnight'o cottngo on Cnosadaga ,Lal:o •. Plano ~rere =00 for the reat of
tho yenr' s progrL1l!l to be approvod by tIE.· local Conference of our Church.

Seventy persons attendod the nnnual church picnic held for the
firat· ti.n2 "at the Stocl~ton Firemen's ,Grounds, Stockton, 1l.Y. on· July 29.
'Gue.ato \,e.rc present fran Georgion. i{'1ss~chuoetts, and Pennsylv:min.

Due to the incroeso in membership of the church nnfl the. rllPid gr~lth

'iIi the -~undqr .School • it is neccGsary t.o make availrlble more room. for
clOOlles. A.n propertieo for 01:010 uere invc'stigated and oerici"ua. cons.id­
eration wao gwen to building onto the Sunday 3cllool mld onnctuary. The

,three prospects were votod dmm~by, the congregation With Dr. John D•
.'Rein, Conference Supt., prooiding. lor; a result tl~O 38 ::: 10 foot alum­
inUlll'trailers at the coot of :;;520l•• 09· llere JPurchnsed mid oet ·side-by.,.:
aide behind the church. They &0 being uoedfor four classr.o~~: l~_
cory.Claoo .and L~dorgarten Claoo; Intormediate Claso and Senior High
Cl.:u::s., Our churcll. ball achievod 'a ':first'~'in being the only,church in
the United Stateo uoing trailers'for Sunday School needs. Pictures .and
articles havo boen displayed in =y, mmopapors throughout the coUIt:ry
and ,in our dcnominntion lleu York Conference l'loHS (l'ov. 1964 issud.:
'!hetrnilers uere first used on Sunday, September 6, 1964, by toO,pupils.

~s. Shcrmnn Glesier resigned as Director of Youth clork and ~s.
vlilliam naker HilS nppointed to fill out hor tOrt:l. A retreat >Tell held
for, all Junior-3enior High ~outh.on Scptcmbcr'l2 at the Fredonia.College
Iodgo in Brocton, H.l. 1'hir!,eeIl' yc,tin:g .people and their advisors at-:
tended. Tho timcllac spent in worshipping, planlling programs, reci:e~

". tion, and Christian fellol1ship. . . '.'

~ Family Night Fellowship Supper was held on September 24 ~th

&eVe Chester 3ecbe, pastor of tho ~kthodist Church of Dunacirk, aS8west
speaker. His talk was on "The Church." Colored slides of Florida were
shown by tel'lis and Joanette Langhans. t5S llttended.

Clltecll.isl!I Clessc.s were begun by our pastor for all youth bet~le en
thi'agesof 12 and 14 on alternate Hednes,day evenings, beginning Oct.

,,14 through Easter 19155. This Has a, program preparing them for' c b.UJ:'ch
membership. Six girls stnrted the course. . .

Forty new folding chairs crore purchased for the Sunday 3011001 rooms.
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The' October Family l~ight Fcllovlship Supp'crhighlighted sp ec ia 1
guest, 1i1r. Joseph:<Kcyser, Director of i.thleticsat, the.. Fredonill·9 0 11­
ege, R'O'shciwcid slides of his .I.J.llsll:a trip•.. M.iss lluth'~leinbaumni'
Freshmlln student at the college, rcndered special music; in her native
tongue <Bobrew). '83 llttended."

Beginning SundaYi November B·at' 2:00 P.m.:, the pastor held the.
first in a series of three Fllll Ol.urchMambership Classes •

.'I:be Boys end Girls JOY, Fellowship decorated the llltnr of our church
for the 'Ihllnkllgiving service held on SUnday,~lov. 22. . 'Ibey'used corn
husks, wheat, pumpkins, squash, etc. 'Lhe Sunday School classes put both
fresh and canned fruits and vegetables in~ ':Thci food items were 'then
delivered to'the v7CA1Iame in Fredonic. 'l'hc:' t'linter' wee.ther' tmsso e'..,,~

vere this day 'that only 33 persons were able to get out for the church
service.

'fhe. annual Childrcn 's .Christmas programwtls' held.on :Sunday evening,
December 20~ , .1\.,' playlet " "The ~aning of Christmas" began.'. with a 'nnrr­
ation on the creati\lIland led up to the birth of .Jesus. l-~s. let'lis
1<:-.nghans' Was the narrator and all classes took pnrt...:: 150 were in at­
tendance~' A candleligbting·service closed .the,pr.ogrllll1 which WllS fol_
lowed bya fellOW-ship tell in the social rooms. . ".....

The second Nc.t~ Ycnr' s .we Vl11tChnight' Service WllS held ,from 9 :00 to
midnight, ROv. Will1a1ii:Kulp WllS chllirman of the event, assisted .by Ii1rs.
ROger Best. ' There "as II diclogue bctt=the cinister rind a,laYJ'lllll­
VIm. l\ulp and Sherman Glo.sier. Colored slides of Scotland were. shown on
the screen by Robert· 'and bnry ;;;nrtholomew from tlw.ir bugust trip, ~s
of 'different 'faiths Here narrated by Robert "lasier 1Il d sung or. ren.,.
de.i:ed on instruments by severlll persons, Frayer Hymns for tho' coming
year t1Cre ncrrated by H11liam Ecker .md sungcor rimderedon instrument
byothcrper:::ons. '1\10 poem::: tlCre recited by '~liss' leota Niebel, At
midnight s. Friendship Circle and then benediction byRcv. vJood. 47
llttcnded tilis service.

Lon ~Ault ,FellOt,ship group for sL.gle tlnd =ried persons over
eighteen yeilrs of cge'mls organized' in Jmninry 1965 by·the 'pastor.:.. ·. The
firtit meeting tms held' in the home of l!Jl:". and l~o. Bllis ,Str(light,·· Fre­
donia on' Sc.turdc.y evening, the 16th. . T~relve' personsci>.joyed !ll:l evening
of entertni=nt, follo"rod by refreshments served by the host.m!i hos­
tess. Four t:lore such evenings "ere held duringthc rcm..'\inder of the
year.

i. ''Trniler Fund" uas set up with its first trccimrcr being l-lrs.
31esnor .Jtraigbt. C

A ~~ri~i ~ttee was llppointedby the Pllstor:.Barry:i~drich,
leotal~ic.bel, blice Strcigl-it, ·!3arbnrc.Bcst llIld Rev. Wood. .b. tllbulno,.
Hen "of lnc.JiOrillls received up 'to Dcceml:ler1964 'uas ~e llIldnr.u:>es re­
corded for theitetJ.S.

Special services held on Suno.luy L:1U"uine;~ in 'Jrinunry in.eluded i!.em's
DllY on January 17 and Y01lth Sunday on the 31st. The thece for the
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Chapter 10 (cont.)

first program wr>.s "v1itnessing" nnd five-minute talks were given by four
laymen: Hilli= Bilker, .i']'fr",d lbrrr>.wr_y, !c;lis Lcnghtms, Jr. and Sher­
man Gl.:'.sier. i.s nn extra trent, nll = in the progrnm snng a hymn
"Rise Up, 0 Itn of God." For Youth 3undny, speeial specker ,-las Dr.
Robert iloenig, professor of biology and science education at t 1:2 loe 01
college. The entire Youth Fellowship sang "Open i'iy Eyes."

F=ily Night FellQ1,lShip Suppers this year nunbered four. On Jan_
=y 28 our guest speaker ~lC.S Dr. Robert Nos sen, Oann of iorts and Scioo
ences c.t the loenl college. Student nt the college, viLss Ruth ,-bin­
baun froo Isr.:'.el, rendered accordion selections. 54 attended. On ,;Pril
29, Mr, Joseph I'eyser and his wife (he is Director of Athletics at the
college), were our guests nnd they sho~rcd slides of "- vlyoming cmnp~

trip. Other college guests ,rcre ':ir. & llrs. Richc.rd Gil=, ~mo plnyed
and sang folk music. 69 nttended. On June 26 a fnre"ell pnrty was
given the Sherman Glasier fnmily ,mo are moving to Orch,,-rd Park, H.Y.
This family contributed much to the mr k of our Lord in two churches ­
our former Dunkirk Q-lurch (1952-1959) and Laona from that time forth.
80 attended. The final Supper of the year was combined with our 1lml­
ual Congregational ~ieeting on December 29 when the annual election of
offie ers took place. 36 attended. b. rising ovation was given Carl
Harder, retiring, for service to our church as Treasurer for four years
and as Trustee. i. special recognition certificate ,,.as presented him on
Jan. 2, 1966. Our bUdget was revised at this meeting and $12,165.00
was accepted by the congregation present.

Horld Service Day was held on February 7 ",ith members of the W.S.
~.S. conducting the worship service at 11:00. Prom JamestQ1,1U, as guest
speaker, was Rev. Olarles aldrich, District Superintendent of the Meth­
odist Churches.

Six: lenten Bible
evenings beginning on
in the Hands ofIYJen."

Classes ,rcre conducted by our pastor on Hednesday
i.ah ~ledncsday. TheDl2 for tIE m ssages were "God
The averr>.ge attendance for the classes ~las 22.

a series of three membership classes ,·rere taught by our pastor
beginning }~rch 7.

Our church cooperated with the FredoniaCouncil of Ouurci,-"s during
Eoly Week and held a Ihion Service on ;1ednesday evening attended by 91
persons. Speaker was the llcv. r~nncth Lesealleet, pastor of the Free
Y~thodist Church.

For the fir st time in the history of our church, two services were
offered on 3ast~r morning _ 9:30 and 11:00. ~ttcndenee was 103 and 91
respectively, lfJUsic WllS provided by our two choirs: Junior end i411t.
Ho ::lunday 3ohool ,-las held this day, but ,,,as held on Saturday instead.

Also in 1>pril, the Ladies l.1i.d Society members conducted their
second church service with guest speal~r, the Rev. William l<ulp. 9S
at·oended.

Tone annual Hother_Do.ughter Gct-togetilc.r was held on """'y 18 in
tile church, sponsored by the d.:;.I'1.S. L surprise tribute was given to
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,thceldcst mother, t-l.bo is also the oldest metlberof, our church. 11rs.
~d,a StOIlefoot, ,age ',88 and a church member fOr 70' years. She also repre­
sented the 'mo;lier,p;:esent uh~ was born the fart!ICst away-Ge.i:manY. h.
corsage, made. by ,lfifs.Harold P~gborn,.was pimied' on her end the 'pastor
ga~ebc:r a pl.m.t "o~.afric.m.·violets, a gift" frorii, the Se,eiety• ' Second
and third oldest mothers Hho ,,~-Iere given' gifts~iere VJl"s. &na :Iasniund end
~.it's. habel Smith." Special guest speaker' Has' 1i;rs~ Grace i.bbey of Forest­
viJ,le ,Hho gave a humorous monologue. The attend.m.ce "ros our, largest -
lQl. '

"1' .. bnother "first',' ~1es estublished oy the g1.VUlg a Family'FeUowship
'fcia for p~entsand frien~s, of','our Sunday' School children; t-lho cane to
vie~ the various classrooms e.nd the h.m.dt'10rlt done by the students.,",o
llttendeci.

'. 'Ihe =unl Children' s, Day progrcm t'1asheld ,on' june '12 with the
theme "~is.is ~d;'s ,'Jodd" presented by.:'72'boy's end girls in our'Sun­
day School. Lnother attcnd.m.ce record was.established'th1.s day by 171
persons for thisp;-ogi:rnl. '

" Our pasto~\egan another series of membership classes on lie, 2 ,and
aft,,:r...conduct~.llIloth(1.r two classes; ne~1 incmbcrs Joined our .chUrch on

, l:loly COmmunion 3!:1nday j J;m~: 27 and received the SacraiDcntin aD ody.
A recept~onwu8hel? foUot-llng the serVice, at which tiiDe our graduetes
~=e also honored: Hisses~.Chase, lIeney 3traigh:t; Verland .cooper "
Jr.,from Fredonia Central School; James SchrOQd6r~ Industrial High
~chool and l1iss Janet Mehle, J'.=stotm Community Colle,ge •

... ," Promotion Junday tl"S' held on the last· Sundny in JUne by the" Sun-
dey School during' their Horship hour prior to church serVices.' J~s
.m.d John Glasier, Patrick Deering, aobert 3ddy andDouglas <ladley grad­

.. uated into the ildult, Sunde, School and they :Iere each given a Biola.

During the' j:irst s1:: months of this year ~lC h:we noted a total of
108 persons as visitors to our ,'70rship s'ervice-s' on Sundl¥ mornings.

It mlS 'voted by IIlCmbers of the church, foUotling a Sup.dayworship
service to hold two services eech Sunday during JUly £Cd~gust, 1965,

'another i?irst'~ The rcsults tlere excellent by comparing the .attendance
with the previous year. JUly 1964 overage HUS 80-this yeur, it. "US 101.
"ugust 1964 average was 64";t~lis yeer,it \,ras 80. The first servi,ce .1as
from 8:30 to 9:30, second service from 11:00 to noon 'with Sa~day School
in-1:letween.

Our ,church hilS, beengJ;"ot1ing rapidly,md tile 3undoy School rooms
"are cro-ddedeven though .tt10 shell trailers gave us four cXtruclliss.
rooms.' T'ue kitchen had to be used azcin afeH time.s as, a cle-ssroom
and the pastor moved his study from the d1 urch to the parsonage to
provide another classroom•. Total'Sundoy School enrollment.is 125 with
an averege attendance. of 85.,·

This summer the Ne.w ~ork Conference Board of Trustec3, approached
by our Planning Comm.., acting upon the rcc=~dation of th,e Board of

',l.'Jis~ionsi purchased a site of apl'r.o-..cim.'ltely 3! acres o~ Liberty St.

•
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for a futurerelocction of ~ ;;:~~~~Ec!l.:, ~ pz:operty is located at
,t~. end ,of Liberty St~, ne::~t to' the,C=!IlOcflHCY 3ridge, olong side· the

Cnn:ldowcy Creek. ..

Miss June ~~llonzi, organist-Junior,Choir Director-soloist, who
h:ls attended our church<md Sunday School cvcr since she was. n smo11
child,'resigned her positioris'to mDrrY <GeClz:gc' Kelly, Jr. of Silver
Cl:"eek and Q)nnecticut in ScpteD?1>er 'c. i-ll::.nll.,.church shower tms gjyen
her by the Mult Choir, Follo{,ing the wedding,· they moved. to ihion
City, Conn, lit's. Roger (i3orbnra Bald"in) Best ,·ms appointed Church
Organist,: l*'s. Kenneth '1b.iec "Jr, ~ita Pangborn) and l'.irs. !:brold Pang­
born were appointed Junior Choir ilirectors, l<it's. ,'1illiam I{ulp rc- . ,.::
signed as •.dult Choir Director and iI.lr, L.lfred lbrrauay "as appointed
in. her place, i>. neu Youth Choir •.. consisting of Youth Fellclt-lship IIIDIIl­

bars, was organized and directed by l~s, alfred Nnrraway,

A· fall retreat ,'2S held at the Fredonia l'olicellEn' s Grounds in
kkwright. by the Youth Fellowship,Scptember 11 and 12. 'lWenty of our
young people nttended and participated in a very inspiring program .~

octivities, Special guests wcreRobert Esch (a former pastor's son)·
rind ~i 3urtner of 'bbster. .

For the
successfully

first time in mnny yenrs Rally Day "ns cclebr.:tted and vcry
on Sc?ptember 26 with 90. attending the Sunday School hour•.- . .,"

•

Men's Day ,1ns observed on October 17 before a congregation num­
bering 85, Guest spe~r t70S Donald Reinhoudt, a layman from the .
l~thodist Church. in Fre donia.

Also in November Rev. ~·Iood conducted t"10 weekly "Bible ::ltudy: lIoUr"
teachings on tb.e Boole of Philippians and two in December. L.ttCndance:.­
was poor, so they were discontinued, Singspirction during the hour was
l"d by i.lfred N.:trraul'.Y,

The United Thanksgiving Servicc ,wos hcld L'l. our ·church this yeor,
with Rev. Chcster Beebc, pastor 'of the Dunldrle iibthodist Church, as
speDkcr. 109 attcmded the service.

knother first in the history of our church-a Fatl~r-Son Banquet,
,.as held on :Jnturday, Dec, 4 under t he Chairinanship of Victor R'Lch#q­
son. The 515 attending "1ere serVed a tlr een dinner at 5 :30 p.m,· arid:;
were ent::rtained uith magic tricles end lIlUsical numbers by many of tiicise
men and boys prcocnt. i~ mov~c Has aloc shown.

On 3unday evening Deccmbcr.19;the annu~l Children'c Christmas ~ro­
gr::llll."ms put on. i. spotligilt u~s centered on a large cardboard book,
,,*tich "1as in thecenter of the stege. 'It "70S 'entitled "Let 'There· 3e

; Songs, " 1\,1insons of i'.lr. ond Nrs,: Richard DuIlois, Dale a"d lhan, held
',the--sides of .the large boole'and ·pages '·rore turned by Drent Balter, son
of Hr, andl!,irs, ,li11iam ;';olccr, ::lundo.y School Supt. L. cand1elighting
service cloced the program rod Has fo11o,·1Qd with a fe110uship tea in
the social rooms, 125 persons attended the program.
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- DUring July rind' ilUgUSt the interior of the 'ch Ureh' mis painted for
thC' 'first tilii( in, 23 years _\iith honey dell green 'walls ilrid !l whiteee.il­
ing. Q:lr1 H:2rder donoted all the paint ond the trustees ,rind othir mem­
bers did th", 110rlt.

The lailt lleek·- in ~cCm.bcr a green carpet "Os laid"ciri the Chancel
by Bates CFuriiitiJreCo;,; :Dunldrk,cit a eosecf $250.00. It l'laspaid
from the ~i'iril Fund~ -'T'ne.,projeet was promoted: by' the '£~lS:and ladies
"id Society.'", - '- '-

Thc'QVerige sunday morning worShip hour-ottendcince for 1965 was
92.

Youth- Sunday'tlciS'held on the last Sunday in Jnnunry and '83 attend­
ed. Tile President-i'Lori' snyder, was reeei~- into the tDcmbership, of
our church this day.

E:ighty,:scvcn'l:'.ttended,the morning wOrship service conducted by
the members of the"W.S.vl.S. on Februory 6, 1966. They told cifthe
eorly founding of the" churCh, the beginning years of the'l!lissionnry
Society, andthe Ilorlts nnd workers in the misHon fields today. '

~lfred Narraway WCB elected Chairman of Church t~ership Com­
mission. ''l'b.is Commission,:,ill study thc membership of tIhe',chureh :md
try to eneourClge better attendonee by those persons who hIlve not I:'.t-
tended during the' prist severaI" months or ye~s-~ -

Donald Straight resigned as trusteennd Ie~lis Langhans; Jr. l'll:'.S
voted to fill his term-December 1967. E:1ennor Streight llCeept~ the
'position of Church Treasurer 6id ",lillinm Bclccir I-lOS appointed Qa 1966
¥ Director., "

1:. fnmily night fe11ol1ship supper was held on FebrunrY22 at 6:30
p.m. It wns fo110l1'Od by " Tnlent ;';hoH entitled ";:' Tribute to George
\-lashington," which \'l1:'.S, il.dapted by iirs. RogerDio.st~'pres'ented by c total
of thirtypersons'llithin:the church body. 54 persons attended. '

Four open bookcases, one for each class in the Children's Depart­
1l!Cnt in the SuD.day School,'- Ilore made to display reading books. They
tlere used for the first timn on Februciry 27 'and donated by leslie
Straight. ' '

Beginning Harch 20-24', each evening, a denominationalllide pro­
gram entitled the 4-0 Evangclis..,tk Hission 9c:.rviees, were held in our
church with guest misSioner,Rev. David De.rk, pastor of nndley'Lake
BUB Church. Be told of his =y c:;~perieneesllhi1e>living fourteen

,years in'I'ibet and €!isodisplayed ,articles-from that' country, plus
ahOwed slides. 26.5 persons attended the five_day mission,." averaging 53
per meeting. The messages <~re,vcry 'inspiring and our members 'accept­
ed a--higher commitment.

Two brass offering plates clerci dedic ated in memory -of E'mil:l 3.
iliebel at a Sunday Vlorship service on 1:!arel1 27. ~ to'cd of 112 persons
attended this service including uenbers of ller f=ily. The plates

•
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"/ere used in tcll:i!>g t:1C offerin;; that dcy.

During Holy ccek, in cooperation with the Fredonia Council of
Churches, c Uni on l<-.ntcn Service t'lCS held in our church on Tuesday
(wening tlith 19 i:". "t:;rm'Iance. '11;'10 church services ;·rere held on Easter
Sunday "lith 815 d til': 9:30 o~ico and 111 at the 11:00 s~ice. This
t-nUl the lcxjl;est ~t."'C:JC!:l'~"C. total for thio special day in our history.
l:lo Jund£lY Jchoo1 ,,:::c held tilis day, but thc entire families Here urged
to attend services t08ether.

The Ladiec Aid Society members had charge of the service on '~ril

24. Guest speaker tlas Rev. Ernest Bolling of J=stotm, a retired min­
ister WilO served the Ripley and8heridan Churches in the paat. 90 attend­
ed.

Ten members of the Fredonia Kit,ranis Club tlCre we1cone d to our wor­
ship serviee on i';,ay 15 as they observed "Go To Qlurch Sunday". '1l1e
wife of one member present noticed tie displayed many Christian symbo1a
within our church and also on the exterior. Going into it further, she
(i'.q;.s. :'Iilliam Spicer> presented a program on 3ymbolism to our 'i'I.S.'VI.S.
in September. Mrs. Roger Best presented Part II on the same subjeot
following many oonsultations With Mrs. Spioer.

Fifty-seven members and guests "ere present at too annual liother­
Daughter Tea held on the third Tuesday in iopril. lhe progr= was under
the direction of l.'.it's. Frederick ·wood. Guest spealcer "as ht-s. llelson
i!.ierritt from Sheriden, who tallced about her bell collection, tlhich she
dio!?1aycd.

10 Family FellotTship Tcte Hes given by the teachers for parents and
f~lI.ends of Sunday School children on 11ay 1, beginning Christian Family
Heek from 3 to 4 p.m. Displays of hand"orl~ done by the students was
on vicH in the various classrooms. Refresluncnts <lcre scrved to the'50
that attended.

Public cafeteria-stylc suppers tlCre sterted again this yecr after
a lapse of five years. i'lednesday. HE'" 25, the supper 'llla oponsored by
the H.3.U.J. for til;:; purpose of reducing the debt on the. trD.i1ers.
170 persons ~'1Cre oerved. ,. chi.i:ken bc.r-b-q was put on by tho men in
the. church in June "ith 140 being served. The last one of the year
"100 held on l:lovember S end 120 "ere in attend=ce.

<:he child tlaO baptized during th" Hotllcr IS Day Gervice 1lttendcd
by 129 in ~~,Y. June 26 there Here eight more baptized - one iXJf ant
dedicated", an Men IS Day, Oct. 17.

i""lUual Children I G Day program ",ao held on June 12 'lith the theme,
"Our Church". It HOG plltternzd ao II Sund~ ~rship service with Rich­
ard ~wio ao "pEwtor for the hour". 55 pupils partic~pated and 175
lltt::mded the prozr~lJ..

Promot ion Day by the SUnday :Ochoo1 tlaO preceded by a ~'o.mily Night
Supper on l1onday, June 21. 'I'b2 follotling siz students graduated into
the .:Ault ile'1t. - Terry 3c.nnett, 3uz!lIlne Jcntley. Ronald RtcthlJ.an, John
llarram,y. Richard :.:cuis !lIld J=G 'Ib.oopson. l'b.ey 'lere each presented
a Bible. Iuo liigh School :l.nd ore college graduate "lOre aloo honored
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end presented c. gift - .~u Penhollow .:mel Rex 3outer<not presctt)j and
Penny Ponholl~l. 95 attended the affair.

During the 1:1lIIlIiler monthn the pastor attClllpted something new duIing
the morning worship hour-having the children c= to the nltar for
prayer. h bOyl: md gir ls responded very well to this and' it: WllS con­
tinued Nookly throughout tlJc ye::lr.

For the first tiae in our Church School ::l Summer Christm.:ls 'Irec
prop-am was held for five mornings from July 11-15. h theme ~lllS

"Children in Cities k'ound the Horld" 1'1ith time spent singing, stUdy,
play and nctivity. lo.vcrage attend£lIlee >1as 50~ perfect attendance by
28 pupils. ~lith ten tenchers md six helpern.

Double services tlere held during the month of .:.ugust only tllis yeDr
with (lIl average attendcnce of 75 reported for the eight services. Rev.
~. Kulp precehcd uhile Pastor "lood mlS on vacation. July 24-July 31.

Lo. special service of dedic.:ttion tlC.S held on October 9 in honor of
Elmer C. !hien, deCC4lsed. ~rllO gave lifelong service to the church. The
lieu Ch=ccl Rug (Green) m:o dcdiC.:tted .ft0l:l funds 1n the l:icmori.:tl
Fund that ~1Cre given in his memory. Ii. speciel tribute w..s read by lay­=. <lc.rry .i.J.drich mJ.d music tllt"oughout the service featured favorite
hymns of the dececsed. £.11 contributors to the l1emorial Fund in l~.

'l:1i.cs· memory trore ~1I"itten a special invitation to the service. 80
attended. Organist was Mrs. Roger Best.

~n's U::lY ~las held on Sunday, Oct. 16 the theme being "Is Our
Qw:cch i'1hat It Should Jc?" Lo.ttend::lnce m:s 78.

For the first time. coin foldern 11Crc given to 100 families to
fill uith di:l<Ul for 'l'l.lcnkagiving. !he receiptG trill pay the balcnce of
the 1966 Pantor's Fund. Commitcent :;lmday 1'1tlS held on tl'le 13th, attend­
ed by 90. nita a specic,l dedic::ltion "ervice for the pledge" "-s they
t1Cre brought to the ::llt::lr, in off-ering plates, by the ushers.

!he llorthern C['lllutauqua Intcr-fnith group sponsoroo a "'lour lleigh­
bor's J.l'nith" progrcIJ this fall through spring of nt-..::ct ycar £lIld our church
was one of the =y c::'urehcs chosen for an Open iiouec f::.r t,oc public
on l'lo". 20 fro'", 2-4 o·clock. This progr<:'l:l Has in conjunction with
ecumenical movCIIlll1 te throughout tl1.e '7orld. A bun froo doly Cross 3em­
inary in j)unkirlc provided tIle tr:msport::ltion. Hitllin our churC''l,
st~tions "ere e~t up end groupo of persons t'lere escorted frolll station
to otc.tion H"-cre designated persons in our church Cl:plaincd tl'le pro-
grcm of our ch urch und its facilitics. ;,'tc.tion 1/1 - Rev. .iood uel-
cOl:led everyone end iiro • Florence Jouquin 8ave n history of the r.c.ona
CtJ.urcll. Rev. ,'lood told a~C!ut the found'zrs of the ;;:UJ; Churcll end l:e
=laincd the ~est Jooth made 1.1y the Jeri FellcJl1ship. 3tetiond2_
l."iLss ~ota 11ieool explained the Eoly Cor=union a."l.d haptic;;. proccdures
US~ md g~v:? tiJ.z. &ym'boiic meaning: of our Ql.auccl cross ~ c01llrI1el\te.d
em t":la Comunion Set gift encased in the Hall. Stu';:ion #3 - 1.irs •
i.lio.e 3trdght spoke on the Ql.urch School educational prq:;rca and sho>1­

ed a ctsplay of Iilaterials used. She directed the group to the Trailers
~7here 1'"s. Patricia ~iood ;;md. idies Lindt, Straight toured the groups.
Total at'ocndooco by \?Crsone of ell feiths HIlS 90. The greatest majority
reprosentc<'. the Roa..-m Co.tholic fo.itb.. kfresllcents ""re ""rvcd. U"h<>.r"

•
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~rere James Thompson and Gilbert Bouquin.
of IJarbara 1l£>.rrc.uay and Gloria 'thompson.

Registr&tion uas in cnarge

•

•

A. Father-Son Banquet was held on Saturday. Dec. 3 under the chair­
manship of 1'~rle If;yser. Dinner ~'1as served by the Hives at 6:30 p.m.
3ntcrtc.i.nment durin~ the progr:-Jll uas pro·"ided by ~;cv. Joad-I'lalter White
duo including piano, banjo and accordion. 1>11 men sang ''We 'I'bree I'"-.ings"
and "Silent i1ight". Slides of trips. throughout Qmdda, b'lLchigan, and
Florida ucre shoHn by Ieuis !enghans, Jr. l:;r. Kyse. shot·rod slides of
Viet Ham, courtesy of lirs. Richard Jacl~on of Fredonia ~Jhose husband is
serving in that country. 37 men and boys attended this affair.

The annual Children's Christmas progr~ was given on Deccmbcr 18
at 7 :00 called "The Song of Christ=s". It ~,as adapted by l~ll. Genevieve
Hood and featured an evening of music by all. llarrator ~"as j,ii.ss Brenda
lalghans. Colored slides ~re.re used to illustratc the hymns. i. cGlIldle­
lighting service closed the program. i. Tea follo~ocd in the social
hall. .i...ttendance uas 143.

On January 2. 1957 Holy Communion was served in the pe~'ls for the
first time in the history of the church. There were 79 in attendance
--~
and 74 took Communion. It uas the largest attendance for a Cocmunion
Service since JUly 1964.

Victor Richardson uas appointed Sunday School 3uperintcndc.nt to
succeed i'1illiam BaJwr who has held the.t office since 1959.

Joan Bal~r resigned as director of the 'Louth Fello~·lship. Co­
directors, Lily ilarraway and b'lnry Kyser, will finish out this year.

1;. presentation of Founders of our EOO Church was presented by
S=an:le llentley, Terry Bennett, and L'athleen "~ise <members of the
pastor's GatecLlism class) during the ,lor ship Service Jan. 15.

Youth Sunday ~·,c.s held on Ju.'1. 29. The theme of the service ~les

"i. Song in 1;' i'icart". The progr= included an enjoyeb!:: hour of mus­
ical entertainmc"t of foIl; songs, hymns and spirituds. :"c.llLoell our
OHD. t~lmlt, special selections ~1c.re given !J~r the. 4esch sistern (Donna,
Hart'1e. and ::>arbara) and Ql.arlcs J:mes frot! Fredoni". Tile Se=nctte
~las give" by lori Snyder. It Has the largc.st Youth G<?rvica He ever
had. 130 attended.

Our annual talent ShOll entitled, "vlalk through February" Hall held
on Feb. 2. Haster of ceremonies ~'1as Richard lewis, Hho paid a tribute
to .eacil holiday and epeeial days of famous stetesmen znd "omen. Mus­
ical selections ~lcre presented by "The Straight (jhooters". 'J.tronty
others in our church either played on instr=ents. scng or recited.
The program m:.s adapted by l:irs. i-larold Pangborn and l:~s. :larbara Best.
100 persons attended. A tureen supper preceded the shem.

JU'[ FellOllship held their ';]orld ikty of Prayer Service at the.
QlUrch Feb. 10. The. theme of the serV'ice Has. "Of His Kingdom Shall
Be 110 lhd"; Lu1<e 1:33. 27 adults and children attended the lle.rviee
~~hich Has presented by the children.
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Our WS,JS and the Dunkirk i1ethodist Church sponsorcd 4 fellowship
and discussion meetings during lent, GlIld studied the current Mission
theme, "Affluence and Poverty". i'.ieetings were held t-,lice in each
church with an average attendance of 25. Bev. Chedter Beebe and our
a>1n pastor, Bev. Frederick ~ood, attended all meetings.

Five lenten Religious Conversation meetings were held during
February at 7:30 p.m. they ~7ere held at the homes of Miss Leota Niebel,
~.r. & Mrs. :'1i11iam Baker, Ilcv. & Hrs. Frederick, i'to. & i~s. Leslie
Straig ht 2D.d Hr. '" io,lrs. Harry i.ldrich.

Ono hundred thirty-se.ven attended the Easter morning Sunrise
Service held at our church. Pastors from the churches in Fredonia took
part. Special music was providcd by a band ensemble, girls t rio and
org£lIl music by Mrs. E..'U"old Pangborn. Rev. l'lillism Kulp spoke on "My
lord"olhat a l.1orning". 65 attended breakfast i.lDmcdiately following
the service. downstairs in the Fe11o~lship l'toom. This was sponsored by
the Junior-Senior YF of our Qlurch.

Two Church i'lorship ServiCes :lere held also this day: one at 8:30
and 11:00. Speciol music for the first service was provided by LeSlie
Straight and John Straight, accompanist Brenda L.'1Ilghans on flute and
the odult choir for the second service.' t.ttenda."lee for the two ser­
vices wos 175.

During the month of bpril, Sunday worship services 'Iere held in
the fellowship room where the pe~ls ,~re placed while our .:lmlctuary was
renovated. The balcony, ceiling and walls ',~re pointed. Green paint
on the Halls to match our green rug. Window casings and wainscoating
were cleaned and varnished, Cross revarnishcd. £. new tile floor was
laid throughout the vestibule, c£ fice and Nave. Linoleum was placed on
the balcony floor, and pews were scrubbed c.nd cleaned. This '(Jas all
accomplished by a large group of men, l'1omen and youth wo worked dili­
gently to give our interior 0 much brighter look. !he paint and sup­
plies lorore purchased by the Ladies ~:.id Society and tm ('13':1S. '1he sUb­
flooring, tile and linolelllll were bOUght tJith money in the ~rial
Fund. ..ttendance for services ~rore l017 this month averaging 68 for 4
Sundays.

~s. i~ Thies, ,~idow of Ji:lmcr Thies, was honored ,1ednesday eve­
ning ~"l?ril 26 by mcmbers and friends of our church during a Family
Night fellol'1ship supper and farelrell party. io,lrs. Thies has been a
member of our church for 37 years and has resided in this crea for 40
years. She is moving to Clarence, 11.Y. Mes. Thies wos presented an
engraved silver dish by William Baker representing the church body.
Rev. Frederick ,'load gBVC her a Certificate of Service for her =k in
the church. Many persons gave impromptu talks relating their past
experiences under h~r leadership. Her favorite hymns l'jCre sung and a
special Mort-shaped cake was 1I1llde for her. Tb.e supper end program
'las attended by 75 IlICI!lbcrs ~nd friends.

The Ladies .ioid had charge of the service on Sunday morning, i'icy 7.
Rev. 'ir1illiam Kulp spoke on "Christi.anity, ,Ioman'tl DleBsi.ng". 81 nti""nil..

ed.
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Chapt. 10 (cont.)

J;. i'Jother_Daughter get together ncs held on Tuesday eve..''1ing, !4ay 16
::It the church with 74 persons ::Ittcnding. "The honored daughter of the
hour," ~1hich was drawn, ~1as ~ss Robin !'lorse. "Hother of the hour" _
Mrs. l~lson J::Ill. Theme for the program included hats, flOl'1erS and
11ay baskets. J;. history of hets (furnished by JamestOl'1O ~ittlc tneatre)
and how they Here made from 1863 to the late 1900s ~ros described by
l'!lios Rose i!!arie :Jest. H.:lt ll101ds ~rore ShOl'1O by Mrs. Harold Pangborn,
dated 1867. Hiss Rose Harie !lest served as co=tator for the fashion
shcm of period hats modelled by members of the USvlS and Kathleen \'1ise.
Hats of tOlJOrr~1 ,·rcre eodelled by l~s. Barbara Hise and her daughter,
Kathleen. J;. parade of hats made by the cathers follo,rod by everyone
singing a special song ,~ittcn by l~s. Pcngborn completed tile prograc.

ia. public spaghetti supper "as sponsored by the YE on June 7. 'l'he
proceeds were $76.00 which went touards a floor scrubber for the church.
97 nere served.

Instead of a Hay E'ello<lship Tea for parento as in previous years,
beginning on bay 7, and continuing through Sundays in JUDe, the class­
es took turns inviting the parents to sit in on a Sunday School class
in session. They had a chance to meet their children's teacher and to
see first-hand the work of our 3unday 3chool. This proved very success­
ful for both parents and teachero.

The annual Children':3 Dey program <lSS held 'on Sunday morning,
June 11. The program entitled ''Bridges of E'rioodship" was based on
the mission study in January. 128 attended.

J;. Church FclloHShip supper "1as held on June 28 at 6:30 p.m. to
honor our graduates. Barbara llarrauay, Linda 3traight, John Straight
from Righ School <:ndIain Harrauay from Fredoni~. Stc.te Univer:3ity Coll­
ege. 3aeh graduate Has presented Il gift fro:;:). the d:1 urch follOllC>d by
a prayer by Rev. ,Iood.

b. SU!llrJCr Christmas 'I'ree progr= Has held for tHO hours each mor­
ning, July 5-7, and ,1as learning about the Philippl.llBa, Hith a time
spent in oinging, ~1Orship, claoseo, crafta and g=o. "*s. I>yron lisch
of 3uffalo supplli.cd =tcrials made in the Philipp inca , froe ber llistcr
~sa Buth Rauch, who is ::I nuroe tllore. 14G attended the three day study.

'!.'he l.cImLlt Choir =.ber:3 honored H~·o. Genevieve :'lood at a party
held at the home of l~. and lira. i:colie 3tr::light on •..ue;. 21 to Sh0l1
their grateful appreciation for the many years coo hac helped them
during the past four yearo. J;. gift Has pre=ted to Hec. ~Iood. 17
Ilttended.

A. farclro11 pnrty for Reverend nnd l;Q:c. Wood HilS given follO.'~ing a
f~llo<1ship aupper on i:.ug. 28. l'.lnster of Ccreoonica I'l/lll i:cslie Straie;ht.
Music for the evening was furniohcd by the ~d-~tters cocposed of John
Strllight and three fC110.'·1 graduates. Song - 1. r..ao..n t to the tum,
"Somebody Else is 'taking I.Ify Place" v7rittcn and SJ ng by i:cclie Strnight.
The progr::ll:l closed ,·7ith ev"ryone joining hands and s ~ing, "1'ow is
the Hour". Rev. furl=d West, I?rotcntnnt Chl1plin I1t the Fredon-i.",



Chnpt. 10 (cont.)

College offered the benediction, 93 attended the supper progrem.

•

,

During the four years of Rev. (-lood'o Miniotry hQre 67 D.Ct'l =bcrs
were added to the church roU, and numerous iIlIprov=ts ~mre made in
the chureh interior. We wish hm God's richest blessings. (62 Baptisms
t~re aaong his credits)

The ilnnlUll Ql.urch picnic was held at the Stockton Firemen's Grounds
in 1964 and lS65 and at Point Gratiot, Dunkirk, in 1966 and 1967. Sev­
enty-two (72) attended the 1957 picnic and t'7as the largest attendance
for a picnic in QanY years.

llcvcrend Richard 1'1. Ricker
1967-

Reverend Richard l'.l., Rie~r is the neHly appointed pastor of our
church. He ~las ordained t'lhile attending the Uew York Conference Session
in June, by Bishop J. Gordon Hot~ard of PittsburgQ Paw

During his schooling he sarved the follot'l~ churches, Grove and
Swain BUB Churches in HeH York ~'t£lte, Jcarboro BUB Church in Illinois,
Geneva iIDB Church and',1¥ons First BUB Church in lieu York State.

Rev. Ricker and his wife, 11ary, have tIJ.reo children: ~borah

Lynn, 5 yrs.; David \1illim:l, 4 yrs.; and Dana Louise, I! yrs. old •
....lso residing with thco is l'(lrs. Ricker's t1Othcr, 1'4:'s. ltlildrc4 Wileon
of Johnstotm, Pe.

A get-acquainted reception and luncheon to honor our new pastor
and his femily WllS held on Sept. 10 froe noon until 1:00 foll~ing

the Horship hour. 85 attended.

k. youth retreat ~las held at the Fredonia policemen's grounds in
i.ckwright on :lat•• Sept. 23. Rev. Ricker spoke on. "Why ure ;'1e l'lere?".
!:Iiss Barbara !esch fr01l1 Fredonia entertained on her guitar for group
singing. 26 youth attended plus 4 adults.

Promotion Day was held on 3unday. Je.pt. 24. Three boys were pro­
moted to t4ult Junday 3chool: Brian DuBois, John Conti and Steven Bent­
ley. Rev. Ricker presented them each \'lith a Dible during the Sunday
School ~1Orship time.

Junday evening, Oct. 8 at 7 :00 p.m. "Fall Institute" was held at
our church \·1ith iJr. and ices. Stanley 1'rebes. lilt-. !'rebes is mission
inter",reter and the tour director of the Board of L'lissions of the BUB
Ile.nominntion. de spoke and dhowed slides on the mission fields of
Puerto aieo. ~s. 'I'rebeo had a display of articles from different
eountries where they had been stationed. 55 attended.

<kn's Day t1aC held on Oct. 15. Taking part in the oervice "ere
Clarence ;Jood, le-'1is Longhans and <cJ.fred UrirrEomlY. The sermon was in
two parto. "If I i'ere a i-linister. II by Victor Riehardaon and "If I
Vll!t'e a lElyman," by Rev. Ricker. 84 e.ttended.

•
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Chapt. 10 (cont.)

During l~embcr a net-l tile floor was ldd in the ballcany and the
£ltairll leading to the balcony Here covered llith rubber. This was pilid
from money received from Mt-s. Lmy 'lhi.es requesting that it be used for
that purpose.

Elma Mays mls appointed Chai= of the Every ldember Enlilltment.
Visitation weclc began llov. 12. The approved bUdget for 1957-58 is
$14,155.50.

'lbe ~ied Couples Club has been rcorganized Ilfter a lapse of
two years. They ~lill Eet the first Sat. evening in each ,month under
'the direction of ~rle Kyser, i.dult Council leaderi Bowling proved to
be the main interest "to the group except for OIle snow party and OIle game
~ • Dna ti:00-14 couples went bowling at Qmtral Lanes in Dunkirk
Rafrcshmants w"re llCrved lAter in the church social room or at Alleys.

For the first time l.c\vent Candles were lit during the Clturch Wor_
ship Service, one ecch Sunday. Three purple erndles representing
Darla'e ss, one pink, representing Light.

The annual Christmas progrAm wall held on Sunday evening, Dec. 17.
Five adults and children took part in a six-part play, '''lhe World Necdll
'L~ .... D.a wav>.our , with _v. Ricl= as narrator.

Following the progr.::un refreahmentll were served downstairs in the
fell~lship room. 117 attended.

One hundred thirteen attended the CltrilltDaa :'lorsllip 3ervice Sunday
morning, Llac. 24.

Due to the large attendanoe in Youth Fellowship it was deoided in
January to spl1t the group thereby forming a Junior High and a Senior
High ~oup, each having a membership of be1:Ween ~. and 24 youth. The
Junior group leaders ware Mrs. Alfred Narraway and Victor Riohardsonr
the Senior group was led by the pastor and Mrs. Mlrle Kyser.

Easter planning began early by the Adult Choir. Who began rehears­
ing for a Cantata entitled, "This Is The King". Under the direcUon of
Alfred Narraway it was presented 'l:wio.: Good Friday evening and Easter
Sunday morning (seoond service) to a to"tal of 200 persons.

Bible StUdy olasses began in January and llla.roh. The la"tter series
oovered The Parables and was well-reoeived. Teaohing 1:raining classes
began in April for five weeks and were te.u~t by the pastor. The 12
partioipants learIWd llD10h from the disoussions and sU15":ested suoh
olasses begin again in the Fall.

Palm Sunday IlI3W members were reoeived. Among the ten youthful
members, three Were also baptized before a oongregation numbering 129.
Two Easter servioes totaled 180 persons.

The !swis Langhans Jr. family were honored at a 1'are'Wllll supper
party in the ohurah on March 21 prior to their moving to Tonawanda.
Eaoh llIllmber of this family served Ris ohuroh we 11 in Laona. J"&.Da~te

began tbe JOY Fellowship tor the younger boys and g1rls and upon 1",,­
resigns,bion as its bead. tho p.....'l>or's wifo. Mary. wac "l?pointed.



Chapter 10 oontinued

During the first four months of this year 'WO lost two dedioated
members I Lula Thies and Winifred Pangborn. Mrs. Thies had been a
mmber of our ohuroh sinoe 1915 and had served the Ladies Aid Sooiety
in many ways for 49 years. Mrs. Pangborn served tlw ohuroh with her
musioal ability, as Junior Choir Direotor, Adult Choir aooompaniest
and assistant Organist. A speoial tribute was given in her mmory
on Maroh 24 by Leslie Straight, Riohard and Mary RiokDr, who read
and sang "It Is No Seoret".

Leslie Straight was a New York Conference delegate to the lBnere.l
Conferenoe in Dallas, Toms in April when the Mathodist and E.U.B.
denominations 'WOre united into the United M3thodist Churoh. Ironi­
oally, this oame about eaotly 100 years after looal anoestors formed
the Evnngolioal Assooiation in the oommunity of Laona. Tlms, bringing
to a 01080 tho history of tho Laona Emnanuol Evangelioal United Brothron
Churoh.

THE END

•
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MEMBERSmp OF TI:lE LAONA CHURCH
• as of April, 1968

Nama and Dato Joined

•
Ehlert, c;. Po~ 1965/U.breoltt, Frod 1962 Eoolos, Ib= 195'7

Albrooht, Lottio '1936 Eddy, !Dland 1965
Ahrons, Esthor 192C1 Eddy, Bertha 1965
Aldrioh, Horry 1960 Eddy, N:moy 1964
Aldrioh, Gladys 1960 Eddy, Robort 1966
Baker, William 1959 Frick, Shirloy 1951
Bakllr, Joan 1969 CD.aaier, Riohard 1961
BaldWin, Aubroy 1951 Gloff, Mary Louise 1959BaldWin, Bonrietta 1949 Gloff, Robert V. 1960
Bartholomaw, Robert 1964 Gonzales, ClI'o gorio 1960
BartholCllllllw, Mary 1960 Gonzales, Paciencia 1960Be okllr, Olivo 1956 Gonzlilos, Jaol 1960
Bennett, Myrtle 1966 Goulding, Daniel 1955
Bennat'i, Torry 1961 Hadloy, Quintin 1961Bentley, Gsnova 1961 Hadloy, Francos 1960
Bontley, Richard 1951 Hadley, Timothy 1968
Bentley, Irene 1948 HanoI', Walter 1964Bentley, Sl1!!!l,7]J'!O 1961 Hamr, Doris 1964Bentley, Steven 1968 Hardor, Carl 1962Best, Barbara 1949 Harder, Helen 1962Bost, Rosemario 1965 Hotchldss, May 1960Bouquin, Floronoo 1931 Hopp, &1' ilyn 1951Bouquin, Gilbort 1957 Hunt, Vivian 1957Bloor, Marie 1960 Johnson, Donald 1957Bolling, F10renco 1958 Johnson, Fannie 1955Brown, Warren 1962 Kolly, Juno 1957Brown, Anita 1962 Kruso, Carr ie 1944Brown, Randall 1967 Kyser, MJrle 1966Brillian, Judy 1957 Kyser, Mary 1966Buck, Mildrod 1936 Langhans, !Dwis, Jr 1961Buck, Larry 1946 Langhans, Jo anotte 1961Buok, Jean 1961 Langhans, Bronda 1965Buck1oy, James 1957 Langhans, Dania1 1968Buokloy, Marilyn 1946 LuczkoWhk, Janet 1941Bull, Sholdon 1960 Mahlo, Ceoil 1957Carlstrom, A!1no 1965 Mahle, Lois 195'7Carpentor, Iris 1960 Mahlo, Jamt 1957Chase, Mary 1952 Markhnm, Riohard 1964Chase, Una 1961 Markham, Sharon 1964Conti, John 1968 Mays, Bertha 1962Coon, Carlton 1965 Mays, Clyde 1962Coon, Ce Ie stillO 1965 M!iys, Elma 1962Cooper, Gerald 1964 Mol' so , Robor" 195'7Cooper, Lonora 1964 Narraway, Alfred 1964Cooper, Verland 1964 Narraway, Lily 1964 .

Cooper, Dorothy 1964 Narraway, lain 1964Cooper, Vorland Jr 1964 Narraway, Barbara 1964Deering, Riohard 1957 Narraway, John 1967Door lng, Looo lla 194.. Nasoa, Frank 1949DaBois, Richard 1961 Nasoo., Lauraloo 1936DaBois, Evo1yw 1946 Nowton, Paul 1961• DuBois, Brian 1968 Niebol, Le~ta 1959DIlBois, Riohard, Jr 1968 Pangborn~ Harold 1960Ilw:ming, Je.mas 1957 P:mgborn, Pv:trloia 1965
Dlmning, Mnry1a'~ 1969 Ponhollow, 'ifl11lrun 1965



PeDholl~, Bo1;1;y
Prinoe ~ Roger
Princo, Elsio
Rathman, Konnoth
Roid, Marjorio
Riohardson, Viotor
Riohardson, Kay
Riolcar, Riohard (Rov)
RiokDr, Mary
Rowloy, MaryLou
Sohaioh, Ednll
Salhoff, Gl"aoo
Sa1hoff, Harvoy
Sa1hoff, Luoi11e
Sohroodor, Leola
Snydor, KcIlIloth
Snydor, Jonniw
Snydor, Lor i
Snyder, BoIlIlie
Smith, Maba1
Smith, Edgar
Smith, Marilyn
Sprague, Goorgo
Spraguo, DlD1'is
Sprague, Jamos
Spraguo, Phyllis
Sparry, Lorraino
Soutar, Wa1tar
Soutor, Ellon
Soutar, Ronnld
Soutor, Rox
Soutar, Doroon
Stavons, Harold
Stowns, Jowo1
Stevans, Damiy
Stevana, David
Stono1'oot, Edo.
Stro.ight, Elsio
Straight, Ellis
Straight, Eleanor
Straight, Jamt
Straight, Nanoy
Straight, Linda S.
Straight, Allison
Straight, Elizaboth
Straight, Linda E.
Straight, Sharon
S'raight, Le slio
Strai.~ht, Alioo
Straight, John
Straight, Juanita
S~borski, Glondolyn
Tadt, Harold
Thios, IlJ!l'¥
Thios, Konnoth Jr
Thios, Rita
Thios, DCIl"ien
Thompson, Je:mos
Thompson, n'JIl.QQ~""

1966
1966
1965
19~

194i
1961
1955
196'1
1961
1957
1964
1964
1964
1964
1946
1957
1957
1966
1966
1937
1963
1963
1941
1957
1951
1964
1965
1962
1962
1962
1962
1962
1964
1964
1964
1964
1894
1959
1961
1961
1961
1961
1965
1966
1965
1964
1964
1957
1957
1961
1965
194.0
1957
1930
1963
196Z
1966
196~

195"

Thompson, Gloria
Thompson, JD.IlJJS, Jr
Thompson, Robor1;
Thios, R-mdal1
Town, Hclon
Vinoont, Keith
Wasmund, Anna
Watrous, Lyml
Watrous, Marjorie
Wobstor, Edward
Webster, Isabelle
Wiso, Kenneth
Wiso, Patrioia
Wiso~ Earl
Wiso, Barbaro.
Wiso~ Robart
Wiso, Kathloon
Wiso, Sally
Wood. Clarenoo
Wood. Patrioia

1968
1968
1968
1920
1962
1968
1946
1964
1964
1966
1966
1957
1955
1964
1964
1967
1967
1967
1964
1964

s,
•
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APPENDlX

, , .
In proparing th1B history booklet, the COlIIIlIittoe in ohargo was ",

ablo to looate, in part, thii 'birthdates, deaths and plaoos of burial
of tho first thirty-six membOrs~'"Also fl 'IIIIl.P showing whoro some of
them livod (some livod in many looations in the aroa).

Name of Member Birthdate Death Place of Burial

John Goldberg 1834 April 28, 1904
' " ; - r ~, •,

Laona' Celll3tery'
Sophia (Ahrons) Goldberg 1835 July 9, 1921 Laona COlll3tery
Fredorio Goldberg 1799 1875 Laona Cemetery
Christ Ahrens ' 1833 April 24, 1910 Laona Cemetery
Honrie't'ta'Ahrons 1836 April 21, 1907 Laona Celll3tery
Friodrioh Thios 1823 Sept. 29, 1906 Laona Cometery
Sophia (Ahrons) Thies 1828 Dec. 10, 1888 Laona Colll3tery -'
Friodrich Thies Jr. 1850 Oot. 26, 1926 Laona Cometery ,

Christ Gons 1839 Sept. 18, 1902 Laona Cometery
'Augusta Qlns 1842 July 8, '1895 Laona Cemetery -Cl1rist [)raggott 1832 Mar. 26, 1906 Laona Cellll3tery

,-Jolin Draggett 1826 April 8, 1906 Laona Comeu1ry
Froderick Wagner 1869 Mar. 30, 1872 Laona Cometery
John C. Thies 1852 1919 Forest Hill:",

Fredonia":
I···.,J'ohn Hahn 1849 July 22, 1926 Laona Cemetery• porothoa Hahn 1824 Sept. 21, 1893 Laona Cometery

William Richter 1837 Fob. 8, 1919 Sheridan II
Sophia (Edler) Riohter 1845 Aug, 27, 1903 Sheridan II

DOrothoa Wiodmaier (Dora) 1827 Dec~ 13, 1899 Laona Cemetery
Cai'lNeumann 1831 1906 Ebenezer n

The abovo information was not availablo on the rOlllll.indor of the
firstmembership,o lmyofJD Who is able to g1vo us suoh inforlllll.tion lIIIl.y
oontaot the Laon!l United Methodist'Churiih. ' ' ' ,

Ernst and Mary (bns
John JiDJm, Jr
c:arl flnd Mary Zen'l:nor
Wllheminfl Younghouso
John'Sto.hlmo.chor
William ,an~ Anna Sflgor ,

Houry and Amla'Muller
MAry JiDJm
WilhOmlna Draggo't't (John's fust wUe)
Michao lWohl gemuth
I14c.rtin and Aml'a l14c.rieCklrster .... -<,-

.. ,.....,..
",'

FollOWing is the guide for the map on the next page. "Homes" " ;
--------------------------------.~

1. WilUam & Sophia Ricl!L'tDr
~. John &: Sophia Goldborg
3. Christ &: Hauriette. Ahrens
4. Fred Thies, Jr.
6. Christ &: Auguste. (bns

6. Carl Neumann
7. Dora Wie dmaier
8. Friedrioh Thies Sr.
9. John Hahn family

I •
•
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